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318 Barrett Bentley Shute 


Barrett, William The Empty Shrine 
Doubleday. Nov. 6,1958. 322p. $3.95. 

Valerie Rivard went out one summer’s day and walked 
along the beach, and she walked she suddenly saw 
lady white who stood distance and beckoned 
her. Neither Robert nor Antoine, the two young 
boys who were with her, were anxious share the 
vision the eight-year-old ,so they ran away without 
even looking, and Valerie was left with her vision and 
trouble. evenfall the entire island French Ca- 
nadians were committed one side the other the 
argument, and Valerie had been driven back into 
shell not remembering. Then came the visitors from 
the mainland who had heard the “miracle” and the 
press who wanted the whole story. There was story. 
one would give any more than the rumors, and 
all died. 

But the island did not die. The lives each 
the people the island were affected the incident, 
and haunted all them until twelve years later when 
there came amongst them bitter American journalist 
who was anxious crucify this one phony Bernadette 
along with all the other phonies. had seen his wife 
die Lourdes, and knew how fraudulent the whole 
thing was. would have his revenge not only the 
dead, but the living girl who was now twenty years 
old and who was still surrounded the mists the 
remembrance that day. 


was not that simple. could not get the answers 
had hoped get, the answers knew would 
get, and the whole fabric his book began come 
apart came know the people, particularly the 
girl. She just would not the picture had 
drawn her, the picture her she had be. 
found his life moving into the lives the people, his 
old values crossing, getting lost whole new set 
insane values, values that were meaningless his own 
world, but were the only values the island. And, 
out the pieces, his life was being put together anew, 
but put together manner violently resented. 


Mr. Barrett has written here tremendous novel, 
provoking, disturbing, consoling, immensely tranquil, 
deeply violent. novel sifting lives and values 
and sifting them bravely and brilliantly. novel 
that comes grips with many deeply hidden human 
conflicts that one left breathless the courage and 
the piercing insight this author. lyrically 
beautiful his description, profoundly analytical 
his measurement lives and values, rollickingly humor- 
ous the dialogue. certainly one the most 
splendid writing jobs the year, marred only one 
rather insane bit thrown page three hundred and 
nineteen, just few pages before the end the novel. 
comes perilously close wrecking the whole works. 
Aside from that fairly unpardonable lapse sanity, 
just about satisfying novel you will ever find. 


Frank O’Gorman, 
University Scranton 


Bentley, Phyllis Crescendo 
Macmillan. Oct. 14,1958. 216p. $3.75. 


long occasionally favored with pleasant 
assignment reading Crescendo the reviewer need 


not despair that good novels are premium. For 
this story, cleverly contrived and deftly told, 
that you are anxious stay with it, not chore 
finished hurriedly, but for the way which holds 
your interest and for the sheer pleasure derived from 
its reading. 
Peter Trahier and his father-in-law are engaged 
animated but friendly argument over the latter’s asser- 
tion that “every moment the world’s history 
product all the previous moments.” The conversa- 
tion had arisen from chain events indirectly 
ing from Peters’ impulse leave his post the 
ough Treasurer’s Office exactly three minutes before 
closing time. Unable renew his son’s driving license 
due the clerk’s early departure, Ernest Armley, 
foreman the Holmelea Mills, was late for work the 
following morning, the result incipient ulcer ag. 
gravated the previous day’s annoying event. En- 
raged financial loss, consequence Armley’s 
lateness, Barraclough ,owner the mill and 
member the local education board ,rejects Richard 
Cressey’s application for the position headmaster 
the grammar school. Depressed this turn events, 
and convinced that cannot support wife his 
present low salary, Cressey breaks off with Dorothea 
Dean, who had been expecting proposal marriage 
that evening’s date. The disappointed Dorothea, 
turn, decides leave Ethel Eastwood’s 
house and move with her own sister. Miss Eastwood, 
fit anger, rushes off Francis Freeman, im- 
poverished former stage designer, and demands the 
back rent due the house leases. Having given 
his landlady the last penny owns Freeman, 
despondent mood, attemps commit suicide tak- 
ing gas. What happens after found unconscious 
his daughter, Gay, are not going divulge. 
fice say that reverse change reaction each one 
these individuals involved what develops into 
surprising and satisfactory fadeout. 
bright and fresh brand new day, Crescendo 
alive with people live and believable those 
encounter everyday life. Furthermore they live 
world that devoid all artificiality 
many her works, Miss Bentley once again 
sets the background her story the industrial West 
Riding which she pictorializes engagingly and vividly. 
For all its brevity and simplicity Crescendo still 
very solidly packed story. This due the 
remarkable use language which speaks much 
few well-chosen words. She certainly deserves our 
compliments does the publisher, for this fine novel 
which, due its serious nature, will probably have 
far greater appeal the maturer reader. 

Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 

Manhattan College, 

New York, New York 


Shute, Nevil The Rainbow and the Rose 
Morrow. Oct. 310p. $3.95. (Ila) 

Nevil Shute (pseudonym for Nevil Shute Norway), 
not the greatest, unquestionably one the most 
lific contemporary novelists. aeronautical 
engineer who helped design and fly Britain’s dirigible 
R.100 its trans-atlantic flight 1930, resigned 
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1938 from the air-plane industry devote himself 
writing. his current novel (his twentieth many 
years), displays again that rare combination engi- 
neer and story-teller. This the story Johnny Pas- 
coe, sixty-year-old Canadian-born flyer and former sen- 
jor captain AusCan Airways, who currently owns 
and operates small aero club Buxton Tasmania. 
the coast, sustaining fractured skull. This the 
point depart the story narrated his friend and 
former pupil, Ronnie Clark, who attempts rescue the 
injured flyer, apparently suicidal mission through 
rough weather along treacherous, unmapped coast. 
Two attempts result failure but provide Mr. Shute 
with opportunity inject the real life story 
Johnny Pascoe. This accomplished hrough series 
flashbacks and rather ingenious transmutation 
personalities: Ronnie Clark, while indulging some 
well-earned repose Pascoe’s home, identifies himself 
with Pascoe and his dreams relives Johnny’s past life. 
aviator World War who meets and mar- 
Judy Lester, London actress. survives the 
destruction war only find out his return that 
the glamorous Judy has decided divorce him and 
leave England for Reno. Johnny remains England, 
becomes flying club instructor, and eventually meets 
Brenda Marshall whose husabnd very conveniently 
located lunatic asylum. Love and not marriage 
follow, complicated the birth 
child, and the obstinacy her husband (in his lucid 
intervals) refusing divorce. Brenda neatly solves 
this messy problem committing suicide. Captain 
Pascoe promptly leaves England (and his illegitimate 
child), signs with AusCan Airways and pursues his 
career flying DC-6B across the Pacific from Sydney 
Vancouver. Years later, one his last trips, 
meets beautiful airline hostess, Peggy Dawson, 
whom finally proposes marriage only discover 
that she his long-lost illegitimate daughter. much 
for flashbacks. Ronnie Clark awakens from this strange 
experience and meets young Peggy who has arrived 
the scene. Accompanied Peggy and young doctor, 
finally succeeds landing the plane only find 
that Captain Roscoe has departed his last mission, 
solo flight into eternity. 


Summed up: compact and well-constructed novel, 
displaying easy style writing coupled with tech- 
nical description out-moded aircraft which may cause 
nostalgia older readers, but lacking color 
and adding little nothing the professional stature 
the author. 

Edmund Byrne, 

College Misericordia, 

Dallas, Pennsylvania 


Cole, Burt The Longest Way Round 
Macmillan. Oct. 28, 1958. 278p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Burt Cole’s second novel, The Longest Way Round 
(His first was Subi: The Volcano), evinces surprising 
Virtuosity observation and style, clear view the 
concept woman, unclear view moral- 
ity life and unusual view what constitutes 
novel. 


Cole Kelly 319 


The story double travelogue (autobiographical, 
suspect), young Jaguar-enthusiast search love 
and/or individuality, and Spanish girl’s craving for 
roots. 


Part “The Jaguar,” opens with Andrew Cord, twenty- 
five, college graduate telling his story. Married three 
years, had filed for divorce and gone Europe 
money left him uncle. motored through France 
and Spain Frankfurt, where bought Jaguar, 
and returned Spain. sees bullfight with green- 
horn eyes, has puppy wished him and meets Yaya, 
whose apartment Mari servant. Soon he’s off 
his Jaguar and almost has half-dozen acci- 
ents. 


Part Absence Jennie.” and lived 
through the warm months the Costa Brava.” 
There Cord meets the novelist Jocelyn Strangewolf 
(mixture Joyce and author unintelli- 
gible Sursum Corda, and other would-be artists. 
flashback tells how Cord and Mari had become ac- 
quainted. Jennie, Cord’s first wife, comes into his 
thoughts only twice this section. 


Part III, Mari tells her aventuras picantes with 
doctor’s son ,with three man circus and the home 
her stepmother. Having been sent France the 
Communists during the Spanish Civil War, Mari 
the age seven finds her way back her home 
Galicia. There thirteen she attacked the 
brother her stepmother. seventeen she marries 
him, after has been rejected her older sister. 
Nine days after the marriage her husband and sister 
elope and crash down mountainside. Mari came 
Barcelona have her baby and get employment— 
with Yaya and met Cord. 


There question Burt Cole’s narrative ability, 
his command language and his keen observation 
nature, motor vehicles and the Spanish common 
man. But his language shot through with hot-rod 
jargon, numerous colloquialisms and solecisms and 
unseemly amount second-class vulgarity and use 
God’s name. 


The affair Andrew Cole and Mari, frankly and some- 
times obscenely described, objectionable, even though 
the ending both romantic and 
religious. Cole’s general philosophizing generally 
childish Hemingway’s, although occasionally his com- 
ments women, love and marriage are good. 


Joachim Daleiden, O.F.M., 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Kelly, James The Insider 


Holt. Oct. 20,1958. 384p. $3.95. (IV) 

When finished reading The Insider, took 
ancient Earl Stanley Gardner potboiler and ran through 
that. came across idea Gardner that intrigued 
me: whenever inventor gets idea firmly fixed 
his head, twenty other men are their way the 
patent office register it. Mental telepathy and all 
that. Well, the run these days Madison Avenue. 
There are more books coming out giving you the True 
Story, the Inside Facts than had about the 
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H-Bomb. And feel that goodly portion them are 
largely bunk. 


Not that The Insider strictly bunk. the story 
man Madison Avenue who has been handling the 
account great firm, and has been doing because 
his father-in-law has the money that firm and has 
been throwing the business his way out family 
loyalty. 

But our boy, Mortimer Noyes, has been playing all 
foot loose and fancy, and presently running through 
the best mistress ever had, and wifey not only 
aware same, but most unhappy. little old 
wifey tells daddy that she going dump Mortimer 
soon she has had their baby, and Daddyo jolly 
happy about this and going help along giving 
Mortimer the knife. But daddyo goofs things drop- 
ping dead, and little old wifey obliges doing the 
same darn thing. Which leaves Mortimer sitting 
the very top the heap, with millions pouring him 
instead the trickle thousands, with the firm lining 
things make Mortimer happy, and beating all his 
enemies down deep into the dirt, and with good old 
Morty surfeited with beds choose from that 
even walks out one while she off the wings 
getting into something more comfortable. 

say, isn’t all bunk, it’s just whole lot hooey. 
Kelly liable drive with the living prototype 
his hero, but will make little difference. has 
taken character who must the very essence the 
story work into his own self destruction, and has some- 
how saved him conveniently killing off the two 
people who should have been around knock him 
down. feel that John O’Hara has run that particular 
bit into the ground. 

There doubt that the book has certain fascina- 
tion, and anyone who wants believe that advertising 
agencies are run from martini glasses and beds will 
delighted with the work. For the fairly harried prac- 
titioner the art advertising, should another 
trip the tranquilizer. you’re looking for sots and 
sex, with lots racial feeling thrown for tension, 
this your meat. Otherwise I’d leave alone. 


Frank O’Gorman 


Dewlen, The Bone Pickers 
McGraw-Hill. Nov. 1958. 408p. $4.95. (IIb) 


The oil-rich Munger family lives and near Amarillo, 
Texas. Since the death the paterfamilias, the oldest 
son, Spain Munger, has directed the family fortunes 
colloboration with his sisters. Although the family has 
millionaire status, the group staid, cautious, and ex- 
tremely parsimonious. Three the Munger girls have 
married men whom they keep financial thralldom. 
Richard Mooney, married Bethel Munger, especial- 
eager break the family’s bond. Mooney carries 
affair with Teddy Birdsong, employee the 
camera shop runs conjunction with Frank Wal- 
lace, who married the beauteous China Munger. 
The family has former policeman, John Remo, hired 
guardian for their imbecile young brother June. 
Some June’s antics comprise good part this novel. 
paints obscene saying barn roof, has “Cut 
Here” tattooed his neck, and finally tries rape 


Best 


China.. China suffers from pseudocyesis. she 
learns that her pregnancy false, she steps front 
car and killed. China’s death—she was the family 
pet—shatters Spain, and Mooney, repentant his 
adultery, assumes control the family business. 
This novel sporadically interesting. contains some 
well-written scenes and much that dull. The author 
his best the episodes revolving around the idiot 
June Munger. The unpredictableness, childishness, and 
coarseness June’s character stir the 
and force attention. The incidents involving June 
mind one Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury. 
There is, undoubtedly, close similarity bizarreness 
and the weird, and Mr. Dewlen does excellent imi- 
tative job. The flashbacks showing the old, drunken 
father the Munger clan are brilliantly done. The 
attitudes the family can seen drawn from 
their experiences with the old man. 
the negative side, obvious that Mooney’s dally- 
ing with Teddy Birdsong not only bore, but com- 
pletely extraneous the novel and completely un- 
necessary. The reader suspects that this episode in- 
cluded simply bring sex into the novel. The Bird- 
song section has organic unity with the main part 
the story until near the end when Teddy elopes with 
Frank Wallace, now widower. Directing much the 
novel from Mooney’s point view also artistically 
defective. Mooney not interesting, dynamic, force- 
ful enough command attention respect. does 
not catch the reader’s fancy. Moreover, too many 
the other characters are just vague shapes, shadows 
the background. Some them could have been de- 
veloped effectively, but for good narrative reason, 
they are subordinated and fairly well ignored. The 
other two in-laws, Sid Glass and Frank Wallace, seem 
more interesting than Mooney; yet, the author 
entranced with Mooney, and Mooney not absorb- 
ing figure. short, uneven novel with some excel- 
lent scenes and good many faults. 

Paul Doyle, 

Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Bancroft, Mary The Inseparables 
Little, Brown. Oct. 258p. $4.00. (IIb) 

This is, for the most part, the story the Kinnicutt 
family who have good bit money and social posi- 
tion. Daisy Kinnicutt, who married above herself, was 
never really accepted the summer residents East- 
port where the Kinnicutt summer home was. She was 
thick-skinned and developed little the years 
her marriage that one wonders how sensitive and in- 
telligent Nathan ever married her. Nathan’s reaction 
was retreat within himself and avoid all possible 
controversy. doing also avoided much the 
moral responsibility for his children. Lydia was her 
father’s favorite and much like him. Madeline was her 
mother’s favorite, spoiled, willful and shallow. The 
only son, Alvin, stayed away from all his family 
much possible, although did love Lydia. Eventu- 
ally Alvin killed flying his own plane. Nathan 
Kinnicutt kills himself. Lydia marries Frenchman 
and after killed the war marries David Gates. 
She would probably have married him first she 
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gone France and her friend Henrietta hadn’t de- 
cided she wanted marry David. Henrietta killed 
off timely automobile accident. She, course, has 
always been love with Madeline’s husband, and has 
having affair with him. killed the 
accident too. 


Naturally there are lot other people involved 
this story that covers about twenty years. World War 
involved too. But neither the people nor the 
events seem very real important somehow. It’s 
sort upper class stew, (ragout perhaps?), with the 
seasoning left out. This Mary Bancroft’s second 
novel. Inseparables,” she says, “is about people 
could say what book was about, couldn’t 
have written it. The French say vaut voir 
you have see the end something before you can 
understand it.” Well, fin. Four dollars 
lot pay for this one! 


Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Auchincloss, Louis Venus Sparta 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 280p. $3.50. (III) 


has always seemed that the failure novels 
which make some pretense being significant can 
traced the loss perspective the part the 
author, possibly the determination the author 
keep his perspective objective that eventually 
loses any real comprehension the identity his 
characters. appears that this what happened 
Venus Sparta. 


tragedy. the story the life man who 
comes from family that rooted deeply traditions, 
committed the community with the concurrent guar- 
antee that the community committed the family. 
And the commitment carried out both sides. But 
this particular member the Farish clan, Michael, 
cannot see himself really is, and loses his whole 
essence, his very realization his own manhood, the 
confusion strange life. His first love borders the 
homosexual period when homosexuality dread- 
ful unknown and even heterosexuality only some- 
thing rumored. faithful rules school that 
are meaningless him—indeed they are worse than 
that, meaningful the wrong way. His first girl 
married woman who divorces her husband marry 
Michael, and what has then something quite 
different from the girl who was wonderful an- 
other man’s wife. divorced from her marry 
another man’s wife who was his private passion flower 
during his stay England during the war. And his 
whole life torn apart the presence fraudulent 
trust fund, family too close the other families 
the bank, and the confusions love moving all around 
him but scarcely touching him. the end finds the 
solution the problem suicide after final tumble 
the hay with his stepdaughter. 


But though has supplied the reader with veritable 
ocean plot, and though the case for the crown pre- 
sented beautifully, have feeling that the novel comes 
apart somewhere the middle the brilliant writing 
job that is. feel that the character Michael 
Written one way the beginning, loses itself the 
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middle, then emerges the end totally new con- 
cept. What Michael the end the first third 
the book something quite different from what Michael 
when finally walks out into the ocean face his 
death naked the night. And there work the 
part the author work all those strings which 
must worked bring the character his final 
disposition with any sense propriety. 


altogether fine and well written novel the 
destruction man who had within him the seeds 
his self destruction all his life. not convinced, 
however, that Auchincloss really saw the same prob- 
lems the beginning his novel that saw his 
ending the novel. feel that knew the eventual 
destination Michael, but somehow could not get 
Michael walk there. And Michael pushed. For 
brilliant writing job, rather sad relative failure. 


O'G. 


Julian The Long Night 
Vanguard. Oct. 10,1958. 156p. $3.50. (IIb) 


After not inconsiderable success with his first novel, 
The Hit, Julian Mayfield has followed through with 
what will probably one just fortunate. There 
something fresh, gripping and strong about his style 
which makes powerful vehicle for his message. 


The Long Night episode the life little 
colored boy Harlem. His mother, winning twenty- 
seven dollars numbers “hit,” sends Steely col- 
lect with the threat ringing his ears, “If you lose all 
that money, boy, don’t come home all!” Well, 
Steely lost the leaders his own Comanche gang. 
The “long night” the struggle honest means and 
dishonest, get those twenty-seven dollars. Eventu- 
ally, attempt “roll” drunk, Steely encounters 
his own father who had left home after flunking out 
law school and taking the bottle. Steely, con- 
fronting his father with the heroes his race, about 
whom had heard from the cradle, succeeds per- 
suading him return home the faint light morn- 
ing puts end the long night. 


This novel adult fare, but the incidents and sugges- 
tions immorality, taken part the larger theme 
the book, not mar the essential message. 
important book about big problem, written about the 
Negro race Negro author, and not easy 
book dismiss. will probably receive most its 
unfavorable criticism from the members the author’s 
own race, but contains graphic picture reader 


wil] easily forget. 
Brother Cosmos, 
Ryken High School, 


Leonardtown, Maryland 


Whitney, Phyllis 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. 

Post-war Japan the setting The Moonflower, the 
most recent long list novels Mrs. Whitney. 
She has, obviously, spent some time Japan herself, 
for she successfully describes the walled rock-gardens 
with their small fountains before the roomy, artistic 


The Moonflower 
Oct. 15, 1958. 277p. $3.95. 
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homes the well-to-do, and the contrast offered 
modern western-style office buildings and theatres 
which are slowly, but surely, changing the old oriental 
world. 


Jerome Talbot, promising young scientist, goes 
Japan after World War work with group 
Japanese scientists prominent nuclear studies. 
had left his wife, Marcia, behind him. After long 
period time Marcia decides the separation has been 
too long and decides take their daughter, Laurie, and 
settle her husband’s adopted land. Her announce- 
ment her plan gets startling reply, advising her she 
should divorce Jerry and make new life for herself. 
Always determined and resourceful person, Marcia 
Talbot decides Kyoto, arrives there without 
prior announcement and baffled meet wall 
mystery and defiance that shrouds her husband from 
her. Since the situation develops into something close 
mystery story, would only fair leave the 
solution the mystery which surrounds Jerome Talbot 
for the reader discover. There never lag 
interest the plot moves from situation situation. 
There are intriguing characters, too, including the elu- 
sive Madame Maruka Setsu, who writes lovely, sad 
poetry; Alan Cobb who has strange reason for his 
interest Talbot’s work; Nan Horner, old and close 
friend Jerome’s. Adults, and probably women more 
than men, will enjoy The Moonflower. 


Leona Aebischer, 
Dalton, Pennsylvania 


Houston, June Dimmitt The Faith and the Flame 
Sloane. Oct. 29,1958. 431p. $4.95. (Ila) 
Sixteenth-century France, during the time the bloody 
rivalry between the Huguenots and the Catholic parties 
for political power forms the background 
torical novel, centering about the fictional heroine, 
Joanna Brough, impoverished Catholic girl 
noble birth who served one the ladies-in-waiting 
Catherine Medici. Mostly the story 
Joanna’s stormy and passionate love for and marriage 
Philippe Remy, captain the Huguenot army 
and determined leader the Calvinist movement 
control the throne. 


Written the form diary, the novel passes 
review many the political and religious leaders 
the era: Catherine Medici, wife the Duc d’Orleans 
who became Henry France, and mother ten 
children, three whom were rule France; Jeanne 
d’Albert, Queen Navarre whose son, Henri, loyal 
Huguenot, became King Henry IV; Louis Condé, 
Admiral Coligny, Charles Cardinal Lorraine, the 
Duc Guise, and many others. The historical back- 
ground is, for the most part, accurately portrayed and 
the blame for the infamous massacre St. Bartholo- 
new’s Day, when the streets Paris literally ran red 
with the blood Huguenots and Catholics alike, 
properly put Catherine, desperately fearful her in- 
trigues control the throne were going come 
naught. 


Adult readers who are partial historical fiction will 
likely enough enjoy this. 
Leona Aebischer 
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Calitri, Charles Strike Heaven the Face 
Crown. Oct. 21,1958. 314p. $3.95. (III) 


Connecticut small-town public high school the 
scene this rather pedestrian novel public high- 
school teacher who is, obviously, writing from his own 
experience and indignation with the effect their 
parents’ immorality number high-school 
dents who have formed sex-club and practice animal- 
istic orgies their off hours. Walter Davis the 
cipal figure and the way becoming principal 
the high school when discovers the festering cor- 
ruption among the students. opposed poli- 
tician the head the school board, the more 
mently when Davis accuses him being the source 
the corruption, supplying his son with pornographic 
movies and abetting his sexual appetites. Davis suc- 
ceeds breaking the odious club and saves the rest 
the students, who have had part it, from the 
inevitable suspicion and anger their parents. But 
the recital this noxious subject uniformly dull, 
probably because lacks any definite standards and the 
indignation continually muted what amounts al- 
most indecision. The conversation the characters 
lifeless recorded from life. However, the 
basic thesis: that sexual amorality and immorality 
among the young the result their elders’ sexual 
misbehavior, valid. 


Dinesen, Isak Anecdotes Destiny 
Random House. Oct. 244p. $3.75. 
These five stories only serve enhance the reputation 
their author, the Baroness Karen Blixen Rungsted- 
lund who writes under the pseudonym Isak Dinesen 
and who has won acclaim deservedly for her previously 
published Seven Gothic Tales, Winter’s Tales, and Last 
Tales. The first story youth who 
converse with angels and tricked from his aspirations 
dancing girl who pretends angel. Dis- 
illusioned, the young man disappears but later found 
the sea where tells how has acquired soul 
peace diving the deep. Babette’s Feast the story 
servant the employ the aging daughters 
pious minister, since dead, who had had great repu- 
tation for sanctity his little Norwegian town. Babette, 
after many years cooking the most simple Scandi- 
navian fare, wins lottery ten thousand francs and 
gains permission serve feast honoring the anniver- 
sary the old minister’s death. Also set Norway 
Tempests, tale young actress with traveling 
troupe Shakespearian actors who saves ship from 
wreckage storm, wins the heart handsome 
man, and then runs away. The Immortal Story, longest 
the five, has something the suspenseful terror 
Poe story and tells how wealthy merchant Canton 
tries make sailor’s story come true. The Ring, 
shortest all, tells how happy bride confronted 
escaped murderer woods-clearing and loses 
her wedding ring. The story-telling masterful and 
magical. 


Smith, Elinor Goulding Confessions Mrs. Smith 
Harcourt, Brace. Oct. 1958. 182p. $2.95. 


Light-hearted comment personal and domestic trials, 
troubles, entanglements wife and mother, 
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somewhat determinedly gay approaches such things 
what-to-wear where, hooked-rug mania, family din- 
ners, writer-husband’s weakness for antique type- 
writers, and other such topics, these Confessions will 
set lots ladies giggling and nodding their heads 
afirmation; but are likely leave the men only slightly 
tittivated, not bored. 


Vail, Amanda (pseud.) The Bright Young Things 
Little, Brown. Nov. 12,1958. 240p. $3.75. (IIb) 

The gentleman who writes under the pen-name 
Amanda Vail continues the amatory adventures 
Emily and Amy, the two round-heeled daughters 
well-heeled parents introduced the public Love 
Little. They are now “freshmen” fashionable 
women’s college New England subtly called North- 
cliffe and both, during their first Christmas vacation 
from college leap into the beds young men, both 
whom sound vacuously arty. Amy’s adventure with 
the young English teacher Northcliffe ends mar- 
miage disapproved her mother. Emily’s ends with 
her William leaving her the lurch and presumably 
slightly shattered, but heading for year more 
Europe. There more than hint satire this 
whipped-egg-and-cream novel. should give the shud- 
ders any parents girls colleges like Northcliffe. 
The erratic behavior the “maidens” reflects the 
amorality their parents, however, there may 
social lesson the base all the froth. 


Morison, Samuel Eliot 
Leyte, June, 1944 January, 1945. History 
United States Naval Operations World 
War Volume XII 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. Nov. 10, 1958. 414p. $6.50. 
Leyte was one the more important 
the overall plan for the defeat Japan. The or- 
ganization, transportation, landing and support the 
ground troops involved were, themselces, major 
importance. But, Leyte alone all the amphibious 
operations the Pacific were opposing surface forces 
directly engaged with one another. 


The Jap plan was catch the transports and supply 
ships giant pincer. Nishimura’s Southern Force 
was come through Surigao Strait while Kurita’s Cen- 
ter Force, after passing through San Bernadino Strait, 
attacked from the eastward. the meantime, Ozawa’s 
Northren Force was decoy Halsey and his fast carrier 
groups far enough north prevent their interfering 
with Kurita. 


Only Ozawa’s decoying operation had any measure 
success and that cost the Japs four aircraft carriers, 
cruiser and three destroyers. 


Nishimura’s Southern Force, probably hoping for repe- 
tition the highly successful night attack Savo, was 
capping the when tried force the passage 
Surigao Strait. 


Kurita’s Center Force, after completing the passage 
San Bernadino Strait and while opposed only Clif- 


ton Sprague’s “jeep” carriers and their escorts, broke 
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off the action and retired the way had come after 
losing three its heavy cruisers. 


Two the eventful decisions made that day will 
debated for years come. the first place, why was 
Halsey’s TF34, consisting six battleships and formed 
specifically for such occasion, not position in- 
tercept Kurita’s Center Force the Jap ships de- 
bouched from the restricted waters San Bernadino 
Strait, both Kincaid and Nimitz thought would 
the second place, why did Kurita, when 
near his objective, break off and retire the face 
such light, although determined, opposition? The pros 
and cons are all there for the student history. 


are the other pertinent facts the operations 
Leyte from the initial planning the final mopping 
operations. 


The author has presented carefully documented ac- 
count from vantage point seldom available his- 
torian. He, members his staff, were there. 
had been engaged write the history before the events 
took place. had the opportunity discuss the 
actual happenings with the men who took part them 
while the details were still fresh their memories. 
had access the official records both contestants. 


The book well written that relatively light 
and easy reading for detailed record. should 
especially interesting the thousands who took part 
the Leyte campaign and their relatives and friends. 
practically “must” for the serious student naval 
history. 

This book was particularly interesting me, knew 
most the American naval officers mentioned and, 
later, had command Oldendorff’s flagship, the Penn- 
sylvania, while was still board. 


William Moultrie Moses,Capt., USN (Ret.) 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Tully, Andrew Treasury Agent 
Simon and Schuster. Oct. 20, 1958. 338p. $4.95. 


When you consider that the Treasury Department en- 
compasses the work the Bureau Internal Revenue, 
the Bureau Narcotics, the Bureau Customs, the 
Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Bureau, and the Secret Serv- 
ice, truly astonishing behold the extreme paucity 
literature covering the work the Treasury Depart- 
ment. Tully has set out something about this 
paucity, and has done most comendable job. 
realized, apparently—which Whitehead obviously did 
not The Story—that one volume could en- 
compass the work this department any manner 
that might adequate, and set about giving only 
choice morsels from the work each. 


Nearly every crook you’ve heard about parades through 
these pages. Capone, with President Hoover starting 
every day asking they had gotten him yet. Lepke, 
who was safely tucked away hiding until the Treas- 
ury men made things hot for all his friends that they 
finally told Lepke turn himself delivered 
City Hall steps with ice pick his head. Mickey 
Cohen, the boy who found fat empire the coast 
organized. You name them; they got 
them. 
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Possibly the most fascinating portion the book that 
section which concerned with the protection the 
President. did not know what lengths the Secret 
Service went their work protecting him, and 
must say was filled with consolation and astonish- 
ment. And course the work the Secret Service 
detecting counterfeiting large portion this fasci- 
nating book. one complaint that the stories that 
make the book are too short. Which means loved 
it, and encourage you read it. Astonishing, re- 
freshing, factual above all, and written fine writer. 


Frank O’Gorman 


Adler, Mortimer 
The Idea Freedom; Dialectic Examination 
the Conceptions Freedom 

Doubleday. Sept. 4,1958. 689p. $7.50. (IIa) 


This large volume really includes two books, the first 
the nature philosophical discussion and contro- 
versy; the second, discussion the idea freedom. 
The first preparation for the second and examines 
discussion from the standpoint the observer, the con- 
ditions agreement and disagreement, disagreements 
about definitions, the dialectical method, the problems 
and difficulties associated with this method and the 
use dialectic philosophy. found this portion 
the volume most stimulating Adler developed the 
ideas that has reached the result four years 
work philosophical diversity general, and the 
diversity about freedom particular. 


These ideas are provocative any conclusions that 
are drawn the second portion the volume. Adler 
contends that controversy essential the philosophi- 
cal enterprise whole but that, with exceptions 
rare that even they may doubted, philosophers 
not actually join issue. Philosophical controversy has 
seldom ever actually taken place because philosophers 
fail achieve the minimal topical agreement indis- 
pensable genuine disagreement. Adler rejects the 
assumption that philosophical controversy impossible 
and insists that genuine disagreements and the ra- 
tional debate which constitute fruitful controversy 
must implicit philosophical discussion, even 
they are not actually present there. Two corollaries 
are drawn from this conclusion: the possibility con- 
structing actual controversies from the materials af- 
forded the actual discussions which they are im- 
plicit; and, secondly, the effort constructing the 
latent controversies must made order give them 
actual existence and make them explicitly available 
for study. This work constructing controversies re- 
quires method that quite distinct from any the 
methods which have been can employed the 
conduct philosophical inquiry itself. certain re- 
spects this method for Adler resembles the methods 
the empirical sciences and the constructions achieved 
this method must completely neutral with respect 
the truth falsity the philosophical doctrines 
which are involved the controversies constructs. 
This requires formulation language that neutral 
with respect the technical vocabularies and idioms 
the several philosophies involved. might said 
that, equipped with this requisite neutrality, these 
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formulations also have kind truth which quite 
distinct from the doctrinal truth that stake the 
controversy itself. Just philosophical doctrines, when 
true, give knowledge whatever realities are the 
objects inquiry, these constructions, when true, 
give knowledge the controversies that underlie 
the diversity true and false philosophical doctrines, 
consolation know that men can united 
such truth even though they are divided points 
doctrinal truth. 


the second part this volume Dr. Adler pursues 
dialectical examination the plural conceptions 
freedom and reduces the diverse interpretations three 
large groupings the freedom self-realization, the 
freedom self-perfection and the freedom self. 
determination. The freedom self-realization seems 
the common understanding the term, that ex- 
ternal circumstances condition the ambit freedom 
and this the freedom which finds prison, shackles, 
moral threats and social disapprobation obstacles its 
exercise and even its very meaning. This freedom 
understood Hume, Mill, Hobbes, and Laski and 
better designated the circumstantial freedom 
self-realization because reveals not only how 
individual possesses the ability which freedom 
consists, but also what that ability consists in. 


Another signification for freedom the freedom 
self-perfection and this interpretation men who have 
attained certain state mind character enjoy free- 
dom that other men not possess matter how 
favorable the circumstances under which they live. 
Therefore, man free simply because external cir- 
cumstances permit him translate his intentions 
wishes into action. The fact freedom depends upon 
the character his intentions the state will; not 
the favorable unfavorable external situation. 
Philo attributes this freedom the good man alone 
and freedom which the good man “bears with him 
everywhere,” just Rousseau admits that “the vile 
man bears his slavery himself.” Adler catalogues 
names from Plato Marcel, including Aquinas, Mai- 
monides, Freud, Santayana, Maritain, Barth and Tillich. 


The third meaning for freedom referred the 
freedom self-determination and this view free- 
dom designated which all men inherently possess 
whether not they are morally good and whether 
not the circumstances under which they live are favor- 
able freedom. found this freedom least easy 
identify because elements this interpretation can 
found Aquinas, Bergson, Tillich, Weiss and White- 
head. This freedom called natural freedom and 
many denominated self-determination; but 
always sharply contrasted with the meaning self- 
realization and self-perfection. Even within this third 
group Adler discovers two main sub-divisions: those 
who not develop distinct theory self-determina- 
tion but rely upon one another traditional account 
this freedom;and those who present with their 
own conceptions this freedom, often accompanie 
elaborate theoretical elucidations it. The 
divisions are the most fascinating all examine. 


Whatever Platonic traces can found the 
gories Adler, and the dialectic whatever omissions 
can pointed out modern contemporary ethical 
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theories freedom, this indispensable book for 
any library and for any fruitful dialectic freedom. 


St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Knox, Ronald Literary Distractions 
Sheed and Ward. Oct. 232p. $3.50. 


Devotees the late Monsignor Knox—and there are 
and should many—may somewhat disappointed 
with this latest collection what apparently are some 
lectures delivered many years ago. These pieces 
could have been edited, particularly for the American 
reader, for the allusions are often too British too 
dated, and may some instances utterly unintel- 
ligible those who, for example, have acquaintance 
with cricket who have never seen shabby Victorian 
metropolis the English Midlands. Furthermore, these 
pieces are thrown together, helter-skelter, whereas some 
judicious classification could have made them more 
appealing. Finally, the style defies evaluation, suggest- 
ing that Monsignor Knox often spoke extemporane- 
ously.. 

But the informed reader who does not have resort 
dictionaries, reader’s encyclopedia similar sources 
information, will revel Monsignor Knox’s wit, 
erudition and wisdom. opens great area in- 
terests from the Greek classics the modern detective 
story. Whatever his subject, treats with com- 
petence and urbanity. also makes some pithy ob- 
servations human existence which are memorable. 


the vast world about us, there Greeks 
Sea,” which yields considerable information about Gre- 
cian seamanship, naval warfare and 
“Birmingham Revisited” affectionate and nostalgic 
memoir. Then “Going Pilgrimage” compares the 
past and present devotion hallowed shrines. Though 
the differences are many, yet pilgrims whatever age 
agree concerning these shrines that 
you cannot approach them without thrill veneration, 
and that such scenes God does offer ordinary graces, 
the soul which approaches them humbly, and expectantly, 
and spirit faith. 
Regarding literary activity, there much gleaned 
from “On English Translations,” particularly the prob- 
lem making one’s English not only modern but en- 
during. “The Barsetshire Novels” evaluates Trollope’s 
more famous creations while “Detective Stories” lays 
down nine rules for the writing successful mystery. 
Finally “Father Brown,” Chesterton’s sacerdotal sleuth, 
level far higher than that crime. 
Neglected Poet (James Grainger),” man who was 
given having “verbal felicity married mental im- 
becility.” “The Ingoldsby Legends” reveals lampoons 
the Midle Ages, and “The Man Who Tried Con- 
vert the Pope” concerns certain Canon Townsend, 
with his wife interpreter, who had audience 
with Pope Pius IX, plead that Rome reunited 
with Canterbury! 


number famous literary figures are assayed—and 
space allows only the mention them—namely, Cra- 
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shaw, Pascal, Belloc, Dr. Johnson, Stevenson and 
Chesterton. each these the particular genius 
the man accented, and notice his impact upon his 
age well the ages come dully 
made. 


The concluding piece, with Tears,” charm- 
ingly erudite survey Franco-English relations, the de- 
ficiencies the English public school, the self-con- 
sciousness the Englishman abroad and the exasperat- 
ing burden which idiom imposes upon language. This 
itself worth the price the book. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
The Holy Name Journal, 
New York, New York 


Douglas, Marjory Hurricane 
Rinehart. Oct. 27, 1958. 393p. $5.95. (Ila) 

has been noted that even relatively small storm 
packs more energy than either the fission the fusion 
bomb—and that major storm, such hurricane, 
almost incalculable amounts energy are involved. 
For those readers who have lived through the fury 
hurricane and for those who have seen the damage 
they caused that statement needs further proof. 
Among the most awesome nature’s forces are those 
upheavals wind and rain and ocean wave which 
sweep out the ocean wreak incredible damage 
upon adjacent shores. layman’s guide under- 
standing these storms Marjory Stoneham Douglas, after 
studying the subject for three years with the Hurricane 
Research Project the United States Weather Bureau 
Miami, has compiled and edited mass hurricane 
facts which will enable all comprehend better 
and deal more efficiently with these cataclysmically 
destructive forces nature. 


Although the book essentially factual history 
hurricanes the Western Atlantic and Caribbean 
through which come understand the nature 
the storm, there opening section the genesis 
hurricanes together with meteorological phenomena in- 
volved and closing section research, warning, pro- 
tection and rehabilitation. These are among the most 
valuable the book, especially showing exactly 
what can done minimize loss life and property 
damage these storms which will continue affect 
the eastern edge North America, the Gulf Coast, 
Florida and the Caribbean islands. There they destroy 
not only the works men but can alter coastlines, de- 
stroy forests, leach soils and change the ecology 
whole regions. Historically, the book begins with the 
first hurricanes encountered during Columbus’s voyages 
and carries along through every period history with 
accounts major hurricanes and the effects they pro- 
duced. describe these effects, including the poli- 
tical, sociological and economical, necessary give 
some the historical background the times and this 
the author does. most interest are the Galveston 
disaster 1900, the disasters Miami (1926), Okee- 
chobee (1928), the Florida Keys (1935), the New Eng- 
land Coast (1938) and the well known disasters 
Carol, Hazel, Connie and Diane 1954 and 1955. 
These are most interesting because they are the ones 
which know something and they are the ones 
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which are stimulating toward proper warning, pro- 
tective and rehabilitory action. Most interesting among 
the individuals who gathered and furthered our knowl- 
edge hurricanes are Ben Franklin, William Redfield, 
the Rev. Antonio Cobre, S.J., and Benito Vines, 
Monroe Cline and our own Grady Norton. 


Though occasionally somewhat repetitious the book 
acceptable and worthwhile introduction for lay- 
man’s knowledge hurricanes. 


L.N. Wolf, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Costain, Thomas The Three Edwards 
Doubleday. Oct. 17,1958. 432p. $4.75. 

Earlier books this series have dealt with the times 
William the Conqueror, and his sons, the rise the 
Plantagenets and their careers the death Henry III. 
The present book begins with the accession Ed- 
ward 1272 and carries through the death 
Edward III 1377, span 105 years which carried 
England through the last years feudalism and the 
loss Angevin Empire. Strengthening the first 
shadows parliamentary government, Edward 
brought law and order England along with peace 
save for the Scottish wars which came the famous 
Battle Sterling and the English conquest Scotland. 
With the advent Edward came period misrule 
under such favorites Piers Gaveston and Hugh 
Despenser, culminating the rebellion Mortimer 
and Isabella, the deposition and final murder (?) the 
king. his reign came also Bannockburn and the 
final loss Scotland. When Edward III seized power 
from Isabella and Mortimer began reversing the mis- 
takes his father, brought stability England but 
also brought the great war with the memorable vic- 
tories Crecy and Poictiers. began the develop- 
ment England mercantile power, helped estab- 
lish English national language, was major patron 
architecture and during his reign appeared the begin- 
nings English literature the persons Chaucer, 
Gower and Langland. With the death Philippa, his 
queen, 1369 Edward seemingly lost his aptitude for 
government, took Alice Perrers for mistress and left 
John Gaunt rule England. France under Charles, 
regained much the English winnings and the death 
the Black Prince cast cloud the whole kingdom 
only deepened the death the King. 


his “Pageant England” series that very gifted story- 
teller Thomas Costain has hoped bring alive the 
dusty deeds history recounting the roles all the 
actors terms the life and environment which 
they lived, use the techniques the novelist and 
thereby lend added color history. That has 
done few would maintain for this third the 
series there but little the color and sparkle which 
potentially lurk such stories those The Douglas 
and The Bruce, Poictiere, the Black Prince and 
host other incidents. Instead find plodding 
pedestrain account events, facilely interpreted 
probability basis without that necessary restraining rein 
characteristic good historical writing, the carefully 
documented and well foot-noted discussion. Indeed 
what color can given when the sweep events over 
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period 105 years compressed into 432 pages, in- 
cluding index Mr. Costain brushes most 
these events off too lightly and, while his book might 
considered fairly good introductory history for the 
period, readers must warned not regard 
authoritative definitive any sense. There 
unexplained reference the Pope’s authority 
vorce. general, the book suitable for adults. 


Mannes, Marya More Anger 
Lippincott. Oct. 29,1958. 189p. $3.50. 
Sometime ago, dropped from list people in- 
vite parties those who incessantly sound off about 
what wrong with everything. have never met 
Marya Mannes, but feel about her somewhat the 
author the purple cow poem felt about it. Her book, 
aptly titled, just this kind harangue. 

She lights into Americans, their enforced but shallow 
good cheer, their advertising, their television. She lights 
into politics, with most her venom reserved for 
Republicans. She lights into the arts, and into the 
matter what constitutes good taste, and does 
better defining art beauty than anyone else has 
done. She lights into people generally, with good 
deal vindictiveness: into American women for being 
either homebodies with interests career types 
with time for home, and for dominating their men; 
and into men for allowing themselves dominated. 
She writes letter nonexistent teen-age daughter 
who she rightly assumes would have perfectly terrible 
time she did exist. She advocates greater sexual 
freedom. She deplores organized religion, and also de- 
plores the “meditation room” the United Nations 
General Assembly Building for having meaning 
whatever. She tears down great many people, things, 
and institutions, bitterly and with rancor (as an- 
nounced, sure), but constructive purpose. 


book like this sets one wondering exactly what 
can justified literature, and whether publishers 
not have some responsibility the choice what they 
enclose between hard covers and try get the public 
buy. not that Miss Mannes does not have some 
sound ideas; but they are effectively buried beneath 
her wrath, and stated negatively that they become 
incidental. Her book reads the way some erst- 
while guests used sound. 

Miss Mannes (who could doubtless find something 
methods entertaining, anyway) will asked 
one parties, for whatever that’s worth. 


Anita Monsees, 


Ithaca, New York 


Curtiss, Mina Bizet and His World 
Knopf. Oct. 20,1958. 477p. index. $7.50. (I) 


The author the former Mina Kirstein Boston, one- 
time associate Professor English Smith College. 
She was overseas radio script writer for the OWI 
during the War and has already edited the Letters 
Marcel Proust and has done first novel, The Midst 
Life, which appeared early 1933. Her book Bizet 
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and His World almost much concerned with “His 
World” with Bizet. Frequently, the reader 
wonders isn’t biography Gounod, Bizet’s friend 
and sponsor. 


Yet Bizet’s life chronicled from the day his birth, 
October 25, 1838, until the day his death, June 
1875, just 3-months after the first performance his 
immortal opera Carmen the Opera Comique 
Paris. Another chapter added tell the tre- 
mendous success Carmen: all which did not 
realize the time his death. Mrs. Curtiss seems 
take great pains explain his resentment ecclesi- 
his early wayward life, both during his days 
Italy Prix Rome scholar and his peregrina- 
tions France, even pointing out there record 
his marriage within the Church where was joined 
wedlock with Genevieve, the daughter his old 
friend Halvey. Yet the fact his last work was the 
beautiful oratorio “Saint Genevieve Paris” and his 
burial Pere Lechaise after Solemn Requiem Mass 
the Church the Blessed Trinity, points the 
conclusion that was Catholic composer first 
magnitude, among Gounod, Saint-Saens, Massenet, 
César Franck, and Vincent d’Indy, name only 
few the products the Nineteenth Century. His 
work stands high among the contributions made 
music France. This was followed the Impres- 
sionism School, which dominated both the art and 
music the world for the greater part century— 
return spirituality, once the glory France. 


Mrs. Curtiss has done laborious job collecting 
letters and records Bizet and the Delsarte family 
which was some manner, appendage the Del 
Sarto family, apparently established Solesmes, when 
Andrea Del Sarto resided there the Sixteenth Cen- 
tury. Bizet’s mother was Delsarte and his uncle 
the same family, renowned teacher voice Paris, 
during Bizet’s life. The story carries Bizet through the 
fall the Empire 1848 and the Franco-Prussian 
War 1871 well his struggles rising young 
composer opera, ““The Pearl Fishers,” “L’Arlesienne,” 
and the final triumph “Carmen,” his chamber music, 
his symphonies, and his glorious piano works. 


This sensitive genius was seemingly always struggling 
against ill-health and the dissipation his physical 
resistance the wonder that lived long. His de- 
votion Gounod was life obsession and apparently 
the latter regarded him son. Both them, though 
gone, will live this world long music exists. 


Franklin Dunham, Mus.D., 
U.S.Office Education, 
Washington, 


Turnbull, Agnes Sligh Out Heart 
Houghton, Mifflin. Oct. 158p. $3.00. (IIb) 


Yates, Elizabeth Pebble Pool 
Dutton. Sept. 30,1958. 275p. $3.50. 


Out Heart was written, according the preface, 
because Alice Sligh Turnbull “decided set down 
few the most important lessons life has presented” 
her. She says there attempt autobiography 
the book, though the publisher’s blurb claims “this 
the spiritual autobiography exceptional woman.” 


Turnbull Yates 327 


There are eight chapters the slim book, each titled 
e.g. “The Triumph Acceptance,” “The Obligation 
the Impossible” and addition there each 
chapter subtitle consisting quotation from scrip- 
ture, song, saying, etc. 

find this book disturbing and not recommend it. 
too bad that the author didn’t write book 
fiction even memoir. What she has written 
quasi-fiction and often didactic annoying and 
unconvincing fashion. Scotch-Irish Presbyterian she 
confesses herself (p. 115) and she quotes indis- 
criminately from The Imitation Christ and Letters 
the Scattered Brotherhood. She discusses suffering, 
selfishness, perfection, death, and tells quite bluntly 
how one should seize reject some all them. 


Though the writing ordinary, the tone irritating, this 
review might have been less condemning were not 
for pages 9-11. Excerpts follow: 


“All mankind their fall lost communion with God, are 
under his wrath and curse and made liable all the 
miseries this life, death itself and the pains hell 
forever. hope the divines who once wrote that have now 
learned better!” 


brought forth new treasure and the idea held for me. 
reacted almost violently. ‘No,’ said, ‘God needs 
nothing from us! Nothing!’ thought this over after- 
wards, wondered how anyone could accept the concept 
God father and deny that has any need us.” 


“Suppose, William James suggests, that our triumphs over 
pain, sin, sorrow and remorse give him (God) ‘increase 
very being.’ What then?” 


Just warped this book. 


Pebble Pool, contrast, beautifully written, 
carefully drawn portrait Dorothy Canfield Fisher 
from her birth Kansas through her adoption Ver- 
mont, France, and the Whole World her own uni- 
verse which live, work, and help others. 


Frankly, page 120 paragraph beginning “So they 
discussed God,” the author quotes Dorothy saying, 
evn had that personal idea God which 
haven’t all and one feels sorry and sad that 
woman warm-hearted and good, talented and generous, 
self-sacrificing, loved and loving should have had 
say her little daughter “Why, little daughter, think 
that God the feeling our hearts that makes 
want what’s right.” 


This woman, like the other, wrong. But one realizes 
personal blindness and after page 120 not 
mentioned again. think even the young people for 
whom this book purports interpret Dorothy Canfield 
Fisher would recognize this and not troubled it. 


For the picture Pebble Pool gives the 20’s, 30’s 
and 40’s America and Europe, for the sense par- 
ticipation the recent wars, for the charming simplicity 
such people Dorothy’s friends, William Lynn 
Phelps, Robert Frost, Sinclair Lewis and the Canby’s, 
this book recommended. The people Kansas and 
Vermont may well proud this daughter their 
soil. Many young people will enjoy this book, learn 
much from about writers and home makers, and even 
for some may open wide horizons self-fulfill- 


ment. Sister Mary William, Ph.D., 
The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
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328 Schroter 


Heinz Stalingrad 


Dutton. Oct. 263p. $5.00. 

1943 many Americans took leave their political 
and ideological senses they lavished their rhapsodic 
adulation upon our Soviet “allies.” American civilians 
and soldiery were virtually bombarded through 
media information concerning the valor, stamina, 
and heroism the Soviet soldier. For many Americans 
there would change affection from “G.I. Joe” 
and “British Tommy” “Russia’s Ivan” the symbol 
and hope resistance the despicable Fritz. 


These same Americans had been quick ridicule and 
reject the Hitler-created myth the Nazi superman 
but now there was conjured soldier under the Red 
Star who had the heart lion, the cunning fox, 
and strength bear. had proved himself the 
Battle Stalingrad—or had he? Perhaps re-evalua- 
tion now possible. 

Heinz was Stalingrad war correspondent 
with the German Sixth Army. was commissioned 
1943 write the history this battle but its publi- 
cation was forbidden Goebbels who realized how 
disruptive its effect would upon the morale the 
German people. Now Schroter, using his original manu- 
script and new documentation, tells the Stalingrad 
story brilliant fashion. The causes victory and 
defeat are subject easy appraisal. The dominant 
conclusion familiar one those versed other 
phases military history. Stalingrad was battle lost 
forfeiture—not battle won strategy the super- 
human exploits beleagured defenders. 

The strategic history the Stalingrad battle rather 
simple one. August, 1942, the German Sixth Army 
220,000 men attacked Stalingrad. Throughout the 
waning days that Summer and throughout the entire 
Autumn 1942 the Sixth Army tried vain apply 
the coup the city. November the Soviet 
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army counterattacked; the German Sixth Army was 
pocketed and besieged; and, January 31, 1943, the 
Germans surrendered the remnants their Sixth 
Army. The toll was frightful—123,000 the original 
220,000 survived for fate captivity and only 5,000 
these have ever returned. European army had 
ever before suffered such decimation. 


The catastrophe which befell the German Sixth Army 
can laid the feet Germany’s rank and amateur- 
ish Hitler. faults mili- 
tarist were constantly revealed before and during the 
Battle Stalingrad. The Sixth Army was doomed 
long before reached the banks the Volga. begin 
with they were betrayed German intelligence. There 
were information leaks the Russians which was in- 
dicative very poor security precautions, and, the 
other hand, the Germans gained little 
gence reports Russian preparations for the defense 
Stalingrad. Then later the struggle, reliable in- 
telligence concerning the Russian counterattack would 
dismissed arbitrarily Hitler. 


The German Sixth Army was sent hundreds miles 
battle with insufficient fuel ordinary reserve 
for emergencies; there were serious deficiencies arms 
and ammunition; and, there were inadequacies rail 
and road and air transportation. The German soldier 
faced bitter Winter fighting without proper cloth- 
ing shelter. was committed fight until death 
with hope being replaced reinforced. was 
directed make senseless and sporadic sorties which 
could, best, have only nuisance value but which 
were costly numbers German casualties and un- 
doubtedly undermined the morale the soldier. Even- 
tually Stalingrad the German soldier was going 
find himself outnumbered ratio 3—an 
intolerable situation supposedly the offensive and 
forbidden make even strategic retreat. 


Schroter’s thesis that Hitler made drive against 
Russia’s political and economic strength rather than 
against Russia’s military strength even though Ger- 
many’s strength and durability was military rather than 
economic and military. The whimsical Hitler was fas- 
cinated the thought destroying the city which 
bore the name his arch enemy. 


Hitler’s whims were not appreciated his military 
commanders who labored vain show him the 
errors his campaign preparations and directions. The 
result was that Hitler dismissed competent men reck- 
lessly and issued orders regimental 
level—there was room for discretion for officers 
the field. Where there was lack military efficiency, 
Hitler hoped that the vacuum would filled with 
National Socialist ardor. However, National Socialist 
ardor would not found the contingents allies 
which formed integral parts the Sixth Army. Italians, 
Hungarians, and Roumanians, lacking top notch 
ing and leadership, proved quite unwilling die 
for the Even fight for their own survival was 
handicapped their inferior arms and equipment. 

Compounding the rest Hitler’s mistakes, there was 
the abysmal failure the Luftwaffe support the 
Sixth Army. There were never enough transports, 
bombers, and fighters for effective support; the mainte- 
nance what was available was poor; and, the 


waffe 
ditions 

there 
and the 


how 
son 
tions, 
tive 
general, 
deemed 


The 


who 


toll for 
years. 


Schrote 
any 
clarity, 
horror. 


Klein, 

Collect 
entertai 
put alo 
Klein 
som 
lightful 
War 
and 
New 
queer; 

the 
the 
Hewitt, 
sisted 
teacher 
Emma 
the gre 
Pré, 
old anc 


grad. 
words 
grad 
nati 
These 

which 
ground 
Ivan 
help 
With 


NoveMBER 15, 1958 


waffe just could not cope with the horrible flying con- 
ditions Russian Winter. make matters worse, 
there was extremely bad liaison between the Luftwaffe 
and the ground forces. 


understandable under these conditions how entire 
German units were annihilated their baptism fire, 
how panic reached monumental proportions, how rea- 
son was replaced individual and group suicidal ac- 
tions, and how total despair gripped the once imagina- 
tive and proud German militarists. From private 
general, almost quarter million men had been 
deemed expendable for the price the impossible— 
least highly improbable—conquest Stalingrad. 


The German military commanders who survived and 
who might have been willing forsake the fatalistic 
were dissuaded the news which came out 
Casablanca before the German capitulation Stalin- 
grad. The enemy had decreed “unconditional sur- 
render” with all the dire reminders 1918. the 
words 
And though the senior German generals were, after Stalin- 
grad, increasingly and implacably hostile Hitler, they now 
believed that they had choice but defend the German 
nation best they could, 
These men could reflect upon the individual heroism 
which German soldiers had demonstrated the 
ground and the air Stalingrad. They knew that 
Ivan was not invincible and would need considerable 
help win the war beyond the Battle Stalingrad. 
With choice but fight, they wreaked terrible 
toll for themselves and their foes for the next two 
years. 


presents remarkable story. account 
any phase World War has been written with more 
clarity, excitement sensitivity. This classic 
horror. 
Francis Gannon, 
University Scranton 


Klein, Alexander (Editor) Double Dealers 
Lippincott. Oct. 18,1958. 381p. $4.95. (I) 

Collected and edited the man who put together the 
anthology hoaxes, Grand Deception, this another 
entertaining package send friend for Christmas 
put alongside the bed dip into before lights out. 


Klein fellow filled with curiosity and has dug 
some fascinating characters and their exploits: de- 
lightful Thurber, Jekyl and Hydeing with World 
War Draft Board; Mike, the superb, Romanoff; Howe 
and Hummel, the eagles who foxed the best legal minds 
New York; Charles Becker, the master maker the 
queer; the courageous James McPharland, Pinkerton 
detective who worked his way into the confidence 
the murderous Sleepers—goons and killers who held 
the miners Pennsylvania terror and fear; Marvin 
Hewitt, the brilliant uneducated young man who in- 
sisted passing himself off Dr. Julius Ashkin, 
teacher mathematics and assorted science courses; 
Emma Edmonds—almost completely unheard of—yet 
the greatest woman spy the Civil War; George 
Pré, “The gentle spy” whose true exploits were exposed 
fiction; The Spanish-prisoner swindle—368 years 
old and still being worked today. 


Klein von Manstein 329 


There are many, many more and all are equally fasci- 
nating. most, man’s duplicity revealed: self-decep- 
tion through greed, intellectual arrogance; his cupidity 
which very often stupidity. Klein has caught all 
and the result one the most compelling and pro- 
vocative anthologies many moon. 


John Coppinger, 
Elmhurst, Illinois 


von Manstein, Erich Lost Victories 
Regnery. Sept. 29,1958. 574p. $7.50. (Ila) 

art, and the mission the army the defense the 
Fatherland. was proud the army’s training, dis- 
cipline, esprit, camaraderie, and devotion its mission. 
was bound army traditions but not stifled 
them since one the traditions was provide for 
initiative, daring, and resourcefulness. was Chris- 
tian and gentleman. 


was neither politician nor economist. 
realized that either these callings required much 
concentration for success must devote soldier- 
ing. This professional aloofness caused him regard 
government (whether institutional personal) almost 
transitory. Leastwise, his ultimate concern was the 
Fatherland and for that was ready sacrifice his 
own and the lives his comrades. the Fatherland 
remained intact, the travails war and tyranny would 
tolerable. 


was not unaware either history diplomacy. 
knew the havoc which alliances and counter- 
alliances had caused fall upon his nation’s sover- 
eignty, government, domain, and resources. With this 
knowledge the soldier was bound view any other 
potential aggressive enemy and distrusted 


This, essence, the self-portrait which emerges 
from the pages Field-Marshal Erich von Manstein’s 
account his World War career. contrast 
the careers most members the German General 
Staff, Manstein’s was unmarked defeats yet liber- 
ally studded with some remarkable successes. Chief- 
of-Staff Field-Marshal Rundstedt, Manstein took 
part the campaigns Poland (1939) and France 
(1940). During the French campaign became 
corps commander and such led lightning attack 
from the Somme the Loire—a 300-mile drive which 
helped make the world terror-conscious Panzer 
tactics. 1941 Manstein repeated his success the 
Russian front and especially the Crimean campaigns 
from which emerged Field-Marshal July, 1941. 
For years Manstein fought along the Russian front 
until was removed from command petulant 
Hitler March, 1944. 


The layman and certainly the militarist will enjoy the 
detailed and lucid descriptions the French and Rus- 
sian campaigns—the accompanying maps are plentiful 
and excellent. Unquestionably future campaigns 
will fought those theatres without reference 
Manstein’s comments. 


But for many readers Lost Victories will 
warding for the character study which woven 
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throughout the narrative—Hitler. Manstein, did 
many his colleagues command positions, clashed 
constantly with the and eventually was rele- 
gated idleness for the last year the war. mili- 
tary affairs Manstein found Hitler somewhat less 
than genius and somewhat more than fool but 
rarely behaving genius. Some Manstein’s ob- 
servations are rather obvious those who have studied 
—even casually—the career Hitler. Other observa- 
tions first glance seem paradoxical yet the context 
Manstein’s narrative they become credible and rea- 
sonable. And Manstein can offer some logical and fair 
explanations for Hitler’s weaknesses. Here are few 


examples: 


(1) Hitler, despite Mein Kampf and the hysterical 
legends which have sprung around that work, had 
“master plan” conquest. was completely per- 
plexed where turn when France had fallen. 
When opened the Russian front had long 
range objectives mind. had made plans for 
controlling and keeping Hungary within his orbit. 
had pre-conceived plans for utilizing his allies from 
Italy, Hungary and Roumania. (2) Hitler tried 
wear many caps once: (a) the Supreme and really 
the only commander all Germany’s armed forces; 
(b) the Political Head State for internal and ex- 
ternal affairs; (c) National Socialist Party Leader; (d) 
economic manager and mobilizer for the Reich. 
shared responsibilities with one. (3) Hitler did not 
have the proper gambling instinct necessary for 
military leader. Repeatedly displayed timidity 
strategy. showed willingness settle for stale- 
mates rather than take risks which might provide vic- 
tory but which obviously entailed the possibility de- 
feat. just could not cope with the fluctuations 
military fortunes. (4) Hitler was grossly inexperienced 
the organizational and command responsibilities 
military leadership the field. had mania and 
talent for details and could understand past tactical 
maneuvers and sometimes realize tactical potentiali- 
ties. But was grossly amateurish matters grand 
strategy. Problems supply, liaison, communication, 
reinforcement, channels command, and retreat were 
beyond his ken. (5) confounded military, eco- 
nomic, and political objectives. This explains his fetish 
for taking Leningrad and Stalingrad (political objec- 
tives) Southern Russia (an economic objective) with- 
out first exploring the military feasibility practica- 
bility. (6) was bestial his disregard for human 
life. This has its paramount example his stubborn 
sacrifice Germans and allies Stalingrad and his 
tolerance the “prestige armies” Goering and Him- 
mler—armies which were literally cannon fodder when 
sent into battle. 


This remarkably powerful indictment dictator 
action. And bolster its effectiveness, can 
said that not product hindsight. 
was frank and candid toward Hitler their inter- 
views and correspondence. Undoubtedly Manstein’s 
reputation and successes were all that spared him 
grimmer fate than loss command 1944. This re- 
viewer hopes that Manstein will continue writing 
and especially areas: (1) the militarists’ attitude 
toward Hitler before 1939; (2) extensive explana- 
tion Manstein’s opposition the attempts over- 


Beti Lancaster Commager 


Best 


throw Hitler during the war; and, (3) Manstein’s re. 
flections upon the Nuremberg trials. 


Beti, Mongo Mission Accomplished 
Macmillan. Nov. 3,1958. 201p. $3.50. 


Under the French title, Mission Terminée, this novel 
was awarded the Prix Sainte-Beuve 1958. The reader 
may wonder why. its closing chapter the African 
hero, Jean-Marie Medza, speaks his hated father: 


“In fact, not mince matters, he’s gone gaga. was 
living example the astonishing results that can occur when 
Western hypocrisy and commercial materialism are 
onto first rate Afrcan intelligence.” 
The same criticism can leveled Mongo 
second novel. peculiar conglomeration African 


native customs, American slang, European 


haps the translation from the French Peter Green 
responsible. But talk such as: “Come here Baby 
Isn’t it, chum? Muscles bought the installment 
plan,” fall hard upon eer attuned, through plot 
association, native tom-toms and 
customs. 
The Mission Accomplished the hero that 
claiming his cousin Niam’s wife. She has deserted 
for adulterous fling back home her village 
Kala. Jean-Marie Medza, bright African student, but 
recently flunked the white man’s university, assumes 
this mission possible escape from the feared wrath 
his father. And the village Kala discovers 
himself celebrity. has gone school; can 
discuss Cartesian dialectic, the white man’s divorce 
laws, Menelaus and Helen Troy. Part the 
izing process are parties: swimming, drinking, fornica- 
tion. Jean-Marie’s virginity ludicrous Kala youth; 
embarrassing himself. The attempts get the right 
girl for sexual initiation one the subplots. Edima, 
young virgin, finally fills the bill. gives her his 
body and his heart only desert her later, after tribal 
marriage. 
Mongo Beti, the author, was born into Bantu tribe 
Yaounde, French Cameron, years ago. views 
the human comedy with exuberant appreciation, 
are told. Somehow. this book, the mixture 
Americanisms and African bush life brewed distaste- 
fully, exuberantly. The plot thin; the morals 
offensive, especially because the mingling Western 
ideas. For some adults perhaps this worthwhile 
examination new kind African writing. 

Eugene Linehan, 

Woodstock College, 

Woodstock, Maryland 


The War Revolution 


Lancaster, Bruce and Plumb 
The American Heritage Book the Revolution 
Simon and Schuster. Oct. 31, 1958. 384p. $12.50. (I) 
Commager, Henry 
and Richard Morris (Editors) 
The Spirit ’Seventy Six 


Handsome color reproductions and generally lavish 
hand illustrations make the American Heritage Book 
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the Revolution candidate for high honors your 
Christmas gift list and worthy addition school and 
public libraries. represents, also, fine peice writ- 
ing author Lancaster who credited with the text 
all but the first chapter, “The World Beyond Amer- 
ica,” which Cambridge (Eng.) professor history, 
Plumb. The volume eminently readable and 
amazingly thorough scope, well being pictorially 
pleasure handle. 


Editors Commager and Morris have gathered into two 
thick volumes the story the Revolution “as told 
Participants” their letters, journals and diaries, 
speeches delivered before parliaments assemblies, 
sermons and songs. The famous and the unknown jostle 
each other their accounts, often written with high 
strain nobility and fervor for the patriotic cause, 
often bitterly accusing the apathy opposition fel- 
low colonials. The story fascinating, touching, re- 
vealing and inspiring. These two volumes should 
part every school, college and public library. They 
would generous and thankworthy gift any stu- 
dent library. are few but choice and 
the maps necessary visualize troop dispositions 
accounts battles are provided. These are two the 
most satisfying volumes have come upon long 
time. 


The War Between the States 


Foote, Shelby 
The Civil War: Narrative (Volume 
Random House. Nov. 840p. $10.00. (I) 


Wiley, Bell Irvin 

The Common Soldier the Civil War 
Grosset Dunlap. 898p. $5.95. (I) 
Shelby Foote has been known this time for five 
novels published since World War II, which have 
least indicated his consuming interest the history 
the Civil War the United States. This big volume, 
the first three projected ,is superbly written narra- 
tive the war from the beginning January 21, 1861 
December 1862. The account the war, the 
political maneuvers, the battles, the recruitment 
armies, the economy supply, the personalities 
leaders, all woven together fabric that unrolls 
before the reader with the speed and urgency 
epic story, compelling and absorbing. Mr. Foote’s 
apprenticeship the novels has equipped him write 
history that reads like fiction, that scholarly without 
showing the seams research. One tempted say, 
however dangerous may make such statement 
view the multitude books about the Civil War, 
that this the best all-over account these tragic 
years that has thus far been published. There are maps 
and bibliographical note and thorough index 
make this valuable reference book. recommends 
itself excellent introduction Civil War studies, 
enthralling book for every reader. would seem 
mandatory for libraries, and certainly top-ranking 
choice for gift lists. Almost one bound, Shelby 
Foote has established himself among the top-flight his- 
torians the Civil War. 


Professor Bell Wiley has spent considerable amount 
his life combing through the diaries and letters 


Foote Wiley Beebe Blum Sitwell Perelman 
Giniger Ford Franken Ford Gibbs 
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Union and Confederate soldiers and combining their 
accounts into running story the experiences the 
man-in-the-ranks both sides. The Life Johnny 
Reb was first published 1943; The Life Billy Yank 
appeared first 1951. Now both volumes have been 
combined into one, thick and heavy, but valuable 
book larded with photographs and drawings and com- 
pletely documented and indexed. There are many 
touching, many humorous, some horrifying incidents, 
great deal information about what soldiers wore 
and ate, what weapons they used, how they fared 
and out battle. This would seem indis- 
pensable book for the Civil War “buff” and will 


valuable for libraries. 


Picture Books 


Beebe, Lucius and Charles Clegg 
Hear the Train Blow 

Dunlap. Oct. 29, 1958. (not paginated) $5.95. 
Blum, Daniel 

Pictorial Treasury Opera America 
Grosset Dunlap. Oct. 29,1958. 320p. $5.95. (I) 
Both these outsize volume, are similarly 
bound and both are reprints earlier (and more ex- 
pensive) editions. The pictorial history 125 years 
railroading the United States first appeared 
1952; the photographic history opera America 
from 1954. The railroading epic follows the chrono- 
logical development railroading from wood-burners 
diesels and electric-powered trains, with some 870 
illustrations illuminating running text the editors, 
Beebe and Clegg. The opera volume, however, ar- 
ranges its photographs stars and production settings 
according opera title, alphabetical order from 
L’Africaine Zaza. But the pictures chosen illus- 
trate each opera are assembled haphazard fashion 
which spoils the effect the book might have had had all 
such photographs been presented chronological pro- 
gression. Opera fans, who will most appreciate this 
picture book, will not mind this defect, however; and 
both are bargains for gift lists. 


More Anthologies 
Sitwell, Dame Edith 


The Atlantic Book British and 
American Poetry 
Brown. Nov. 12, 1958. 


Simon and Schuster. Oct. 13,1958. 650p. $5.95. (I) 
Giniger, Kenneth 

Treasury Golden Memories 
Doubleday. Nov. $3.95. (I) 
Ford, Corey (introduction) 

Cold Noses and Warm Hearts 

Prentice-Hall. Nov. 269p. $5.95. 
Franken, Rose Claudia Omnibus 
Doubleday. Nov. 998p. $5.95. (I) 
Ford, Corey You Can Always Tell Fisherman 
Holt. Oct. 159p. $2.95. (1) 
Gibbs, Wolcott More Sorrow 
Holt. Sept. 308p. $4.00. (Ila) 


1092p. $12.50. 
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Block Berenstain Gury Bentley Nickles 


Best SELLERs 


Giovanetti Taylor McCarthy Mell Schulz 


Far and away the best anthology poetry published 
many bright moon and literary event that would, 
this were different sort review medium, deserve 
several pages comment, Dame Edith Sitwell’s selec- 
tion poems English, from the early anonymous reli- 
gious poems, (which are poignantly lovely today 
when they were dew-fresh through Chaucer and Spen- 
cer and the hoard ballads, with generous selections 
from Sir Philip and Fulke-Greville, Marlow, 
Greene, Drayton and Shakespeare and Donne, right 
through Conrad Aiken, Auden and Dylan 
Thomas, Eliot, Saint-John Perse and Dame Edith 
herself. Worth every cent the asking price, this 
something any booklover will rejoice find 
stocking and under his tree, for, besides the precious 
content, the volume beautifully bound and elegantly 
printed durable paper. Libraries would well 
order least two copies and allow neither copy 
taken from the premises. 


suitable fanfare should also hail the gathering to- 
gether good deal the wonderfully gay and fey, 
sane satirical writing one the most companionable 
good companions-in-writing, none other than 
Perelman who can cock his eye this cockeyed world 
and show just how silly are apt look and sound 
someone who not amazed but merely amused 
our antics. His parodies and improvisations any 
given theme you can think are rivalled only those 
Corey Ford and James Thurber; but Mr. Perelman, 
although sympathetic with human monkeyshines 
the other two, less merciful than they. For fun 
and fine writing, this volume hard beat whether 


What you will probably like most about Mr. Giniger’s 
Treasury Golden Memories that reprints lot 
able call “speak piece,” although also contains 
such disparate items the 101 stanzas the Rubaiyat 
Oman Khayyam and The Constitution the United 
States, Rock-a-bye Baby and Washington’s Farewell 
Address, The Owl and the Pussycat and Mary An- 
tony’s Funeral Oration for Caesar. generous 
assemblage poems, songs, speeches, stories-in-verse, 
sayings and sonnets. 


Corey Ford’s contribution the collection stories 
and essays, verse and cartoons about dogs the percep- 
tive introduction Cold Noses and Warm Hearts, 
which contains his own Every Dog Should Have Man 
and dog tales such authors Ogden Nash, Jean 
Kerr, Lawrence, White, James Thurber, 
MacKinlay Kantor, Rudyard Kipling, Henry, Ring 
Lardner and couple dozen others. all adds 
fun for dog owners and just about everyone, even 
those abysmal brutes, few though they be, who can’t 
stand dogs. 


For the distaff side, principally not solely, the all- 
under-one-roof collection the seven novels about 
Claudia and David printed offset from the original 
‘charming Englishisms and spellings”); you are 
wondering what you could possibly get keep Aunt 
Millicent happy during those long winter evenings 
when the the blink, can not think 
better soap-opera marathon than this. 


Including the Preface, which gives the overall title 
this collection stories about hunting and fishing, 
which, (excepting the Preface), appeared originally 
Field Stream magazine through the past five six 
years, there are twenty-nine stories and/or disquisitions 
one sort and another marked the irrepressible wit 
and humors Mr. Ford; and that makes this volume 
just fine for any male your shopping list, whether 
not member the Lower Forty Shooting, 
Angling and Inside Straight Club 


The late Wolcott Gibbs, whose trenchant 
nated the pages The New Yorker magazine for many 
bygone year, represented this collection his 
work, about half which appeared two former col- 
lections, the other half having appeared nowhere else 
previously between covers other than those The New 
Yorker. pungent parodist, discerning critic 
manners and notions the arty liter’ry theater 
sets, and always highly competent man about words, 
Mr. Gibbs deserved his reputation one the leading 
writers the United States. More Sorrow 
good sampling some the best writing Mr. Gibbs 
has done, Profiles, Sketches, parody, short-story and 
criticism. 


More Cartoon Collections 


Block, Herbert Herblock’s Special for Today 
Simon and Schuster. Oct. 28, 1958. 255p. $3.95. (Ila) 
Berenstain, Stanley and Janice 
It’s All the Family 
Dutton. Nov. 1958. 92p. $2.95. (I) 
Gury, Jeremy and Hilary Knight 
The Wonderful World Aunt Tuddy 
Random House. Oct. 64p. $3.50. 
Bentley ,Nicholas (Editor) 
The Pick Punch: 1958 
Dutton. Oct. 18, 1958. 159p. $4.95. 
Nickles, Marion 
The Saturday Evening Post Cartoon Festival 
Dutton. Oct. 10, 1958. 192p. $3.95. (I) 
Giovanetti Beware the Dog 
Macmillan. Oct. 28,1958. 92p. $3.50. 
Taylor, Bob 
Doubleday. Nov. 20, 1958. 
McCarthy, Justin 
Doubleday. Nov. 1958. 


Cyrano 
128p. $1.00. (1) 
More Brother Juniper 
128p. $1.00. (1) 


Mell Miss Peach 
Prentice-Hall. Oct. 15,1958. 126p. $1.00. (1) 
Schulz, Charles Young Pillars 


Warner Press. Oct. 14,1958. 64p. (1) 


Herbert Block proves that can not only draw pun- 
gent cartoons commenting the political scene, but 
also that can write pungently and 
ingly. His collection cartoons with the running 
comment something special and recommended 
herewith intelligent voters. 


The Berenstains have established themselves 
perts the behavior children and this collection, 
All the Family, fun for everyone because 
comes close the actual. Whereas, The Wonderful 
World Aunt Tuddy for which Max Hess (of the 
Hess Store Allentown, Pa.,) supplied the idea, 
one those sentimental fairy tales about lonely old 
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lady who really nice that you just have hope 
she will have everything come out all right the end, 
even through mistake somewhere along the line she 
has run terrific bill the department store where 
formerly she used only shop around and wind 
buying shoestring some such. Hilary Knight, who 
did well Eloise, doing very nicely Aunt 
Tuddy, too. 

Nicolas Bentley has sure hand for picking out 
Punch the cartoons and articles that will delight his 
cousins this side the Big Ditch. still top- 
drawer stuff and you can safely put this down sure- 
fire for gift self-indulgence. all need every 
laugh can get these days, and there are carload 
here. The Saturday Evening Post has yielded good 
trunkful treasure the Cartoon Festival Marion 
Nickles has set for us. The years are nostalgic 
the way from speakeasy and Charleston the 
beatniks. 

Giovanetti has sent his beaver off vacation and 
turned his attention various canines. Beware the 
Dog will not likely strike the popular fancy, but 
something the difficult-to-please will enjoy. More dog- 
dom and much more popular vein Bob Taylor’s 
rough-hewn cartoons unidentifiable species 
mutt who proves charming any mongrel. 


find Brother Juniper just bit too precocious too 
often, but know lots people who think ter- 
cute and that all right with us, too. Cute 
probably the word for this new collection the almost- 
Franciscan lay-brother who shorter than most. Miss 
Peach, which deals with moppets the kindergarten 
first grade age, likely appreciated most 
grown-ups. The drawing nothing write Prix 
Rome for, but the comment acute and that some- 
thing quite other than cute. Those who like Peanuts 
will pushovers for Miss Peach. Young Pillars the 
creator Peanuts and Snoopy about teen-agers who 
are not delinquent but are members, however awk- 
ward, the church youth council and the choir. That 
they have their funny moments 
this series which may appeal more the Christian 
Endeavor groups than the general public. 


More Christmas Books 


Considine, Bob Christmas Stocking 
Hawthorn. Nov. 14,1958. 95p. $2.95. (I) 
Wuellner, Bernard The Graces Christmas 
Bruce. Nov. 11,1958. 112p. $3.00. 
McGinley, Phyllis 

Merry Christmas, Happy New Year 
Viking. Nov. 20, 1958. 48p. $2.50. 
Twelve brief stories written from time time over the 
Past several years reporter-columnist Considine are 
printed thin, slim book that could quite conceiv- 
ably fitted into Christmas stocking, and they all 
have genuine Christmas feeling; not just reindeer and 
Santa Claus and scottie-dogs. 
Seventeen short but thought-rich meditations the 
various graces Christmas are very attractively pre- 
sented with drawings Frank Kacmarcik the Bruce 
offering. This one the best books for Christmas 
giving that have seen this year. Quiet reading 


Woods Bovet Kelly Rose 
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these essays the many-faceted gift God gives each 
Christmas will enrich Christmas itself. 


Ilonka Karasz contributes charming designs grace 
Miss McGinley’s eighteen verse pieces and one prose 
piece, (the prose New Year Resolutions). and 
warmth infuse each piece and find yourself want- 
ing read each one aloud share the glow each one 
evokes. 


Druon, Maurice Tistou the Green Thumbs 
Scribner. Sept. 26,1958. 178p. $2.75. 

Translated from the French Humphrey Hare and 
illustrated with quaint pen-and-ink drawings Jac- 
queline Duheme, this fanciful tale rich little boy 
who couldn’t stay awake school but found had 
the gift two green thumbs, that had only 
put his thumb the round and all sorts lovely 
flowers sprang overnight, far cry from the his- 
torical novels author Druon has been known for the 
The story disarming and charming and car- 
ries lesson. Mothers and fathers will enjoy reading 
about Tistou aloud their youngest ones, and many 
adults will enjoy reading simply for themselves. 
Don’t overlook this the Christmas rush. 


Love, Marriage, the Family 


Thomas, John 

The Catholic Viewpoint Marriage and the 

Family 
Woods, Ralph (Editor) 

The Catholic Concept Love and Marriage 

Lippincott. Sept. 17,1958. 285p. $3.95. 
Bovet, Theodore Love, Skill and Mystery 
Doubleday. June 188p. $3.50. 
Kelly, George The Catholic Marriage Manual 
Random House. Nov. 4,1958. 240p. $4.95. (Ila) 
Rose, Alexander Marriage the Rocks 
Simon and Schuster. Oct. 13, 1958. 182p. $3.50. (Ila) 
The third volume the Catholic Viewpoint Series, 
which John Delaney general editor, authored 
Father John Thomas, leading Catholic sociologist, and 
equally expert his field are the two previous 
Viewpoint authors, Fathers John LaFarge and Harold 
Gardiner, who contributed works race relations and 
censorship problems, respectively. Father Thomas’ 
familiarity with the American Catholic Family, (his 
award-winning book carried that title), and his talent 
for clear and logical writing made him natural choice 
for the present assignment. 


After stating the problem that faces the Catholic 
couple when surrounded the confused and often op- 
posing beliefs and practices American society, Father 
Thomas sketches the historical origins the departure 
from Christian ideals for marriage and the family. Be- 
fore developing the Catholic Church’s teaching, (de- 
rived from reason, revelation and tradition), about mar- 
riage and its morality, Christian marriage shown 
way life, vocation. Father Thomas concludes 
with chapters the contemporary American society,— 
its viewpoint marriage, family, 
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the difficulties facing minority group this setting. 
Some the family programs which are designed 
help Catholics meet and overcome the opposition 
encountered secularism are described the final 
chapter. 


This presentation the Catholic viewpoint will help 
non-Catholics see the “logic” the Church’s teaching, 
based reason and revelation, and not the 
arbitrary decisions any merely human authority. 
Catholics, too, will benefit from this review the ideals 
which offer them the greatest fulfillment their mar- 
ried and family life. They will also find here clear 
explanation the tension, strangeness, and opposition 
which many Catholics must feel the midst non- 
Christian practices and values, and which are wide- 
spread America today. 


The Catholic Concept Love and Marriage 
anthology edited Ralph Woods which presents 
very fair sampling the best Catholic thinking and 
writing the four topics love and marriage, hus- 
band-wife relationships, parent-child relationships, and 
the family. The selections not only possess merit 
their own right, but will, perhaps, serve introduce 
the readers many authors whose works invite more 
complete study. 


The thesis Theodor Bovet’s book is, the author’s 
words, “that love should govern the whole field 
sexuality, and that God should govern the whole field 
love,” statement that indicates Dr. Bovet touches 
upon the essence love and marriage more profoundly 
and more reverently than many other modern 
authors. 

The excellence this short book, however, not 
limited its general theme, favor which Dr. 
Bovet speaks most logically and persuasively. The text 
full particular bits advice and pointed ex- 
pressions truths, many which almost demand 
underlining for future reference quotation. 


Dr. Bovet believes that the failure efforts promote 
married happiness can attributed incomplete 
false notion the nature marriage. Marriage, 
insists, must seen total association, (not merely 
economic psychological sexual union), last- 
ing for life; and, therefore, involves more than one 
man and one woman, living branch the 
whole great tree human society.” Finally, must 
realized that successful marriage does not develop 
matter course, result the feeling and im- 
pulses the individual, but instead demands con- 
tinual transformation each partner. These premises 
are carried their logical conclusions the author 
speaks out against premarital unchastity, divorce, infi- 
delity, and the modern overemphasis sexual tech- 
niques. 

spite the excellence the book, however, several 
limitations must noted: First, the book should 
restricted the mature person, engaged married 
couples; secondly, the author tries too hard har- 
monize Catholic and non-Catholic positions, especially 
concerning divorce and birth control, the impression 
given being that any difference more the realm 
words than reality. And, while Dr. Bovet advises 
against mixed marriages, implies that really one 
should enter marriage with any belief that un- 


Blackburn 


Best 


willing sacrifice for the health the marriage. 
ally, the mystery and sacramental nature marriage 
commendably mentioned, but the Catholic meaning 
the Sacrament Matrimony presented very 
incomplete fashion. 


the title Father Kelly’s book indicates, his treat. 
ment Catholic marriage the practical one the 
Cana pre-Cana director and the marriage coun- 
selor rather than the more theoretical consideration 
the sociologist. Both are needed give the complete 
picture Catholic marriage, but till now there has 
been something shortage the area the 
tical. This Manual one the best and most 
plete appear. With the assistance Dr. Pisani, who 
contributed the chapter the medical aspects 
tal relations, Father Kelly offers sixteen chapters that 
deal with the various aspects parenthood and con- 
jugal adjustment. The book will great value 
couples who are either married are approaching 
marriage, well others who, one capacity 
another, are engaged marriage counseling 
tion. 


its own way, Alexander Rose’s Marriage the Rocks 
can serve series chapters confirming the prin- 
ciples enuntiated many the above treatises. 
has sharp ear and eye for the pitfalls and hazards 
that beset the way the married folk, and his 
ters, starring such hapless people Mr. Timoris, Mrs. 
Clout, Mrs. Broughbeet, Mr. Meak, Mr. and Mrs. Tip- 
tough and others, explore such dangerous areas for the 
married Money, Food, Relatives, Children, Quirks, 
the problem selection marriage partner and 
who shall the head the house. The chapter 
sex inclined somewhat ribald, but offers sense 
without sensationalism. The marriage counselor and 
the married, well those contemplating committing 
matrimony may find this welcome relief from the 
more serious approaches, and still learn lot home 


truths. 
Charles Trundle, 
University Scranton 
Clue-Works 
Frank O’Gorman, Contributing Editor 
Blackburn, John Scent New Mown Hay 


Mill-Morrow. Nov. 224p. $3.50. (Ila) 


Since the end World War have read two really 
tremendous tales terror, Heinlein’s The Puppet 
Masters, and Wyndham’s Out the Deeps. think 
the latter the finest piece convincing science- 
fiction the last twenty-five years. And though 
not think Scent New Mown Hay quite 
that league, certainly one the better creepers 
the last several years. sense variation the 
recent Blade Grass job that the Post did much 

begins when British Intelligence learns that huge 
section Russia has been sealed off from the rest 
the country, and that the size the section gradually 
increasing. Before their best men have chance get 
there find out just what going on, the Russian 
delegate the United Nations goes before the world 
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plead for help destroying the most terrifying plague 
hit the earth, plague that will destroy the earth 
not checked soon. 

For once the whole world gets together fight com- 
mon enemy. And out the total compilation 
world’s brains, plus few lucky remembrances, there 
comes the realization that only person who has been 
lost for over ten years can possibly bring the solution. 
fairly harrowing story the search, and what 
happening the search drags on. 

have remarked, top drawer stuff all the way. 
For first novel, slightly short phenomenal. But 
does leave lot desired the sheer plotting 
written it, though, afraid that these curly locks 
mine would standing end for many moons 
come. has more horror potential than most 
the stories published recently. Only part the po- 
tential becomes actual. But read it. creep. 


Frank O’Gorman 


The Burning Troy 


Gair, Malcolm 
$2.95. 


Doubleday. (Crime Club) Nov. 1958. 
(I) 


Husan Rau was bored, and his wife Cara was bored, 
and only the hunt for rare jewel was able break 
the tedium life that was too perfect, too sheltered. 
They heard the opal called “The rning Troy,” 
and was one gem Cara wanted. They hired Mark 
Raeburn find it. not only found it, but found 
murder, intrigue, whole cup wrath. And out 
the finding the jewel came the ultimate finding 
themselves the part Husan Rau and his wife. 
unusual story that starts slow, gets moving 
rather puzzling manner, but finally settles down top 
notch writing around good plot. 


Potts, Jean Lightning Strikes Twice 
Scribner. Oct. 24,1958. 190p. $2.95. (1) 

The story starts slowly with the return Evan Covey 
his home, home that was more institution than 
anything else the small community. was bit 
disturbing find that attempted suicide had 
preceded his homecoming, even more perturbing when 
the suicide began look more and more like attempted 
murder. When murder did finally strike, the whole 
clan began come apart the seams, and the telling 
the story one the fine jobs good season 
detective fiction. well plotted, with switch end- 
ing that makes sense, tied together truly profes- 
sional writer. 


Usher, Jack Brothers and Sisters Have None 
Mill-Morrow. Oct. 22, 1958. 250p. $2.95. 


man executed for murder, and his wife 
knows just could not have committed the murder. 
She travels three days bus find the one friend 
his who will help, discovers him, takes him back with 
her, and they set out find the real killer the five 
days before the execution. But the roadblocks are 
well laid, and the execution looms ever nearer. The 
are somehow involved both sides, and even 


Gair Potts Usher Barry Curtiss 
MacKenzie Huntsberry 
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the people who are not impeding the progress the 
investigation are most unwilling anything which 
would help along. Out all this Usher has fashion- 
one the fastest, toughest, most realistic, and most 
gripping tales this particular sort recent months. 
Erle Stanley Gardner has written rave notice 
used the cover. The book deserves it. 


Extreme License 


Barry, Jerome 
189p. $2.95. 


(Crime Club) Nov. 1958. 


Chester Baggott had small problem hand. was 
set beautifully for blackmail scheme that would 
wipe him out, financially, socially, and there was 
way get out from under—short murder. 
tunately for him, excellent choice for the crime 
turned the time the form simple-minded 
juvenile who could led into neat, fool-proof acci- 
dent that would remove the young lady doing the 
blackmailing way that would far from Chester. 
And she was killed. But Joey Tripp did not die 
the accident, and Baggott was faced with the realization 
that Joey lay the possible hand that could pull to- 
gether all the strings that would hang him. But Joey 
knew it, too, and though knew could never prove 
his own innocence, the evidence had get the 
police somehow. This one the best murder-sus- 
pense stories the fairly traditional plot line we’ve 
come across long time. Murder, suspense, char- 
acter, romance, and all tied beautifully. 


The Face the Tiger 
188p. $2.95. 


Curtiss, Ursula 
Dodd, Mead. Sept. 1958. 


Previously involved but cleared another murder 


case, Lou Fabian has changed her name and gotten 
job receptionist Connecticut motel. When 
woman found dead near her cottage and identified 
also connected with the previous murder case, Lou 
suspected. How she cleared and saved from death 
herself makes mildly exciting reading. 


MacKenzie, Donald Scent Danger 
Houghton, Mifflin. Sept. 11, 1958. 210p. $3.00. 


Author MacKenzie reputed reformed ex- 
convict. His current tale McBeth Bain’s efforts 
avenge elaborate double cross arranged his wily 
partner heisting Lady Middleburg’s jewels from her 
house Belgrave Square. Bain tracks Arran Gib- 
raltar, Tangier, Spain and the excitement tense. Has 
all the air authenticity the author’s reputation sug- 
gests. 


Huntsberry, William Harbor Little Boats 
Rinehart. Oct. 244p. $3.00. 


Setting fresh and plot line and characterization. 
First one, then another and another murder occur 
and about marina near Honolulu, involving the peo- 
ple who live the boats moored the long T-shaped 
dock. The plot neatly complicated, relieved 
casual and natural humor, and the suspense kept 
mounting the next-to-last page. Worth investigating. 
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Knox, Ronald The Body the Silo 
Macmillan. 202p. $3.25. 


Anyone familiar with the writings the late Monsignor 
Knox could foresee the kind mystery would 
create: logical, intricate, believable, and gentle—but 
honest. this specific excursion (another the ex- 
cellent Murder Revisited Series) have ill-fated 
house party which invited Miles Bredon and his 
curious wife Angela. One the assorted guests 
found dead silo and Miles feels “obliged” appre- 
hend the murderer. does not before the reader 
has had entertaining challenge. 


John Coppinger, 
Elmhurst, Illinois 


Bell, Josephine The Port London Murders 
Macmillan. Nov. 219p. $3.25. (I) 

Another Murder Revisited, this one broad tapestry 
life among the Londoners down Thameside. Teem- 
ing with family arguments, wharfside romance, quietly 
plodding police work uncover murderers and smug- 
glers. From Mayfair the garbage-laden river, Miss 
Bell takes the action until all the loose ends are neatly 
tied together one the more satisfying tour force 
this Series. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., Associate Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
book Specially Recornmended 
book Recommended 
Armed Services Library 
Viking. Aug. 1958. illus. each $2.00. 
Landis, Lawrence 
The Air Force from Civilian Airman. 
Robertson, Keith 
The Navy from Civilian 


Final volumes the well-planned set intended help 
the high school boy select the kind military service 
prefers and know the conditions under which 
has choice the matter. Like the preceding three 
volumes (Best Sellers, April 15, 1958), these review 
briefly the matter reporting the assigned base, the 
history the service with stress here upon changes 
that have taken place since World War II, the enlist- 
ment programs possible, the continued schooling open 
the enlistee, and the fields specialization avail- 
able. The Navy concludes with information how 
proceed toward commission, plus basic information 
about such privileges leave, pay and benefits. The 
Air Force has anecdotal final chapter certain 
famous test pilots and another which the writer calls 
sneak pre-view the Air Force the years 
come.” Both append reading lists for further investi- 
gation. And all five the volumes the series make 
interesting reading aside from their informational signi- 
ficance for potential and inescapable recruits for Uncle 
Sam. This inexpensive set should find place every 
boys’ library. 


Bonzon, Paul-Jacques 
Paquita, the Ballerina from 
Paul Durand. Sterling. Oct. 24, 1958. 
3.50. 


colorful story set under the hot Spanish sun the 
early 20th century, the author ,winner several liter. 
ary prizes his native France, makes his first American 
appearance. Paquita has Spanish flavor which 
heartwarming and romantic. The book gay with the 
atmosphere fiestas, festoons lanterns, Roman 
candles ,and the hum celebrating crowds. The 
friendly spirit the Spanish people epitomized the 
warm welcome and help given the lonely Paquita when 
she discovers that her aunt, whom she has been 
sent, dead and she alone strange city. Some 
Spanish terms sprinkled throughout garnish are 
explained; others such peseta, feria and avenida are 
just slipped without definition. Beautifully illus 
trated black and white and color. 


Sister Angelisse, 
West Central Catholic High School, 


Kingston, Pennsylvania 


Callahan, Claire Wallis 

The Hills Home, Nancy Hartwell 
Holt. Aug. 19,1958. 187p. $3.00. 
Drucy Hewlitt, personable young girl just graduated 
from high school, was interested photography, first 
hobby and later career. But her dismay 
she found little time for photography since she was 
required remain the Vermont farm and help her 
mother run inn for ski enthusiasts. Her older sister 
Cecile was New York studying the violin and 
pended her family for support. Her dad and brother 
were busy with farm chores, the burden the pay- 
ing guests fell Drucy and her mother. When her 
brother married and Cecile left for Italy for year’s 
study, longer requiring aid from the family, Drucy 
got part-time job photographer for the local news 
paper. Better still, the young man she was most 
terested found interesting solution for his 
lems, too. Another fine story which teen-agers will 


enjoy. 
Hilda Meyer, 
Seton Hall University Library, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Brete, Jean Uncle and the Curé 
Translated St. Barbe Sladen. Vanguard. Summer, 
1958. 180p. $3.50. 

Several generations students high school French 
have translated (one hand conveniently held the 
glossary) this tale naivete and willfulness and have 
identified themselves with the 116-year-old country 
girl who fell love with the first presentable man she 
saw and, once introduced Society, both shocked and 
charmed the sophisticated group surrounding her new- 
found uncle and cousin. The dance she led her simple, 
kindly priest-teacher while still the country, 
rudeness her barbarous foster-aunt and rejecte 
suitors, her pertness, and the accepted contemporary 
snobbish attitude toward the working classes fall more 
harshly the reader’s consciousness English than 
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they did long ago French. Moreover, certain re- 
the book seems old-fashioned and brittle its 
scenes and characters. Its major concern with 
and husband-hunting, and the picture 
ingenious young girl successfully flaunting the stuffiness 
formal society, may still have charm for certain 


girls. 


Ellis, Harry The Arabs 
Illustrated Leonard Everett Fisher. World. Sept. 29, 
1958. 124p. $2.95. 

The Middle East correspondent for the Christian 
Science Monitor has written enthusiastic, unre- 
admiring overview the Arab peoples begin- 
ning with the topography Arabia and the origins 
ancient Semitic races. Mohammed briefly discussed, 
but the major portion the book goes the Arab 
Golden Age, from mid-seventh mid-eleventh cen- 
turies. During this period, the author says, thanks 
state religion and single language the Arabs took over 
learning and cultures from their captive nations, “fused 
them into civilization which was the leading light 
the medieval world,” and passed this the 
West via their brethren Spain. final chapter re- 
views the resurgence Arab nationalism (thanks 
Protestant missionary schools) following World Wars 
and II, the sudden spurt world importance their 
oil has given them, and closes with the admonition 
that Arabs must learn trust the West and Westerners 
must remember that “long before the white man lived 
America, Arabs were the conquerors the world 
and the leaders its civilization.” The last date men- 
tioned the text May, 1958; nothing said the 
the Suez Canal and course nothing about 
the recent disturbance Iraq and Lebanon. chron- 
ological chart matching Arabian affairs with other 
world events begins with the sixth century and ends 
with the Arab Federation Iraq and Jordan, 1958, but 
events are entered for England and Western Europe 
prior 800, none for the Far East prior Genghis 
Khan’s conquest central Asia the 13th century, 
and none for the Western hemisphere after the drop- 
ping the first atom bomb, 1945. Easy read, with 
dashing black and white illustrations, this may serve 
give the other side the picture which students get 
reading the Crusades, well provide some 
background for present Arab problems. 


Felsen, Henry Gregor Crash Club 
Random House. Oct. 14,1958. 282p. $2.95. 


Drag racing brightly bedizened paint-jobs, the driver 
clad distinctive gaudy attire, ran its course Raccoon 
Forks High, the principal knew would. But Mike 
Revere’s attempt hold his number-one position 
high school, after “Outlaw” Galt arrived his 
father’s money held promises prosperity for the 
little town, led the formation Crash Club whose 
members wore ribbons for accidents and painted “kills” 
their car doors. Mike’s needling the young mal- 
adjusted Galt eventually prompted the latter ram 
the car visiting football player, and the following 
night when the visiting team returned with reinforce- 
ments, Mike smashed his father’s new car and Galt 
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was killed. The author demonstrates his usual under- 
standing adolescent psychology and high school 
mores. Mike Revere and his parents are shown 
decent, well-meaning, kindly folk; the principal the 
high school patient, hard-working administrator 
honestly concerned about the welfare his students; 
Galt Senior tycoon anxious that his motherless son 
should not deprived the things his money can 
buy but too busy for companionship. Donna, Mike’s 
girl friend, may more opportunistic than some girls 
are real life, but her conversion after the accident 
seems unduly quick and fullhearted. The plot with its 
irresistible lead tragedy bit frightening but raises 
the question, nevertheless, whether the formation 
similar crash clubs might not suggested readers. 
This question presses home the more since the conclu- 
sion the story leaves Mike’s rival dead, his girl friend 
safely returned him, and his self-induced paralysis 
the mend. True, wiser, soberer boy, but 
newspaper editorial smoothly inserted into the plot 
seems hold community, school and parents equally 
responsible with the boys. Librarians may wish read 
before buying. 


Forsee, Aylesa 
Louis Agassiz, Pied Piper Science 
Winifred Lubell. Viking. Sept. 1958. 244p. 
4.00. 


Peare, Catherine Owens 
Scientist Two Worlds, Louis Agassiz 
Lippincott. Oct. 188p. $3.00. 


Both new biographies the famous Swiss geologist- 
zoologist cover satisfactorily the main events his life 
and establish his unique place 19th-century science. 
Both confirm his contribution the awakening interest 
Science the United States and the lasting effects 
his teaching methods and his Museum Natural 
History Harvard. And both use interpolated dia- 
logue which more than occasionally “telegraphs” com- 
ing incidents. Beginning with the fledgling years 
this son Protestant minister, they show his early 
love nature, his prodigious memory, the family sac- 
rifices educate him doctor medicine, his 
studies Switzerland, France and Germany, his work 
fossilized fishes and his development Ice Age 
studies which first brought him international atten- 
tion. Then they pick his life America and the 
second marriage after the death the wife left 
Europe, the appointment Harvard, the journeys 
the Great Lakes, Brazil and Florida. matters fact 
the two books disagree only once and then unim- 
portant date, the bestowing the Copley Medal 
the Royal Society England. But the writing the 
Peare volume tighter, less oblique, more practiced 
balancing anecdote and incident against the flow 
necessary informational data. Miss Peare also realizes 
her readers may unfamiliar with scientific termi- 
nology, 19th-century individuals and European towns, 
hence she describes them easily and pleasantly, points 
out where modern science extends negates the scien- 
tific beliefs Agassiz’ time, and includes the end 
brief table phyla which clarifies Agassiz’ own sys- 
tem nomenclature. She has also impressive bibli- 
ography and list individuals whom she 
edges her indebtedness. 
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John, with Sam and Beryl Epstein 
Meet South Africa 
Pictures Grisha. Harper. Sept. 17, 1958. 232p., maps. 
$2.50. Meet the World Book) 
Companion the co-authors’ Meet North Africa (Best 
Sellers, Nov. 15, 1957) this covers the area south the 
Sahara, pointing its similarities and dissimilarities 
with North America. After preliminary chapters out- 
lining African history since the white man appeared 
there, and describing the careers the two greatest 
these Cecil Rhodes and Paul Kruger, the various states 
and protectorates are taken individually, with side 
chapters the critical political situation, the gold and 
diamond rushes, and the great game parks and reserves. 
Region region, the problems racism, low educa- 
tional levels, distressing housing conditions for natives, 
and political unrest are described and underscored. 
South Africa may not seem immediate its interest 
for young people accustomed today’s headlines and 
broadcasts about North Africa’s dissentions with the 
West, but the authors point out that the United States 
dependent upon Africa for large share her gold 
and uranium supply and that the event the Suez 
Canal’s again being closed the West the only water 
route Asia will around the Cape. Stimulating 
and basically informative, this make excellent intro- 
duction world problems large part the globe. 
There index, and both pronunciation and mean- 
ing difficult Afrikaans terms are provided. 


Kjelgaard, James Arthur 

Rescue Dog the High Pass 
Illustrated Edward Shenton. Dodd. Sept. 1958. 
158p. $2.75. 
Frankly imaginative subject impossible verifica- 
tion, this Jim Kjelgaard’s version how the famous 
rescue dogs the St. Bernard Hospice may have begun. 
hypothesizes boy who, describes himself, 
“stupid boy who can just cut firewood” but in- 
capable advancing school should, though 
clever woodsman and Alpinist. With his huge dog, 
Caesar, Franz joins the monks lay brother, observes 
their rescue work, introduces the dog capable 
assistant and manages rescue spectacular that plans 
for training pack dogs are made forthwith. The 
author has done fine job describing living condi- 
tions the Hospice, the bitter cold, the fast-changing 
mountain weather, the frightening snow storms and 
resultant danger the high peaks. Descriptive pas- 
sages are brief and neatly interwoven with the plot. 
Teen-age readers will enjoy the account and may well 
absorb some the courage the self-sacrificing priests 
and workers the Hospice. 


Sister Angelisse, 


Malvern, Gladys The Great Garcias 
Decorations Alan Moyler. Longmans. Aug. 20, 1958. 
210p. $3.00. 

This story about the great Garcias, real Spanish family 
singing fame the early 1800’s another home-run 
for Miss Malvern. There Papa Manuel, called the 
greatest tenor his time, friend Rossini and Franz 
Liszt and many other notables. was strong per- 


sonality and had decided influence his 
Mama Garcias was content the wife the 
ficent tenor and the mother three children who were 
become famous their own right. Marion wa; 
trained her father for many years before her 
timely death and just the height her career she 
had become one the leading divas all 
Pauline, youngest the children who followed 
father’s footsteps, had more spectacular career, 
Manuel became teacher the Paris Conservatory 
Music. good pace, interesting content and sound 
historical background combine make this book high. 


recommended. 
Hilda Meyer 


Manley, Seon (Editor) 
Teen-Age Treasury for Girls 
Funk Wagnalls. Oct. 332p. $4.95. 


Chiefly excerpts from well-known books, this good 
selection stories, most them depicting the 
humiliations, disappointments and trials girls passing 
from adolescence adulthood. Old masters and con- 
temporary writers are represented, among them 
Mansfield, Nancy Hale, Cather, Wong, Anne 
Frank, Keats, Schulman, West, Forbes, 
son. Also included are love poems familiar 
and fun poems mostly anonymous. Two essays the 
editor’s own writing are inserted: one reading and 
books, the other the value teen-age organizations. 
(The list clubs does not include any Catholic youth 
clubs for girls, though church well school and 
community affiliations are encouraged.) Less important 
seem selections from Daly’s What’s Your and 
Lawton’s How Happy Though Young. The 
sketchy biographical data provided seems 
too. These not match the caliber the 
High school girls familiar with the characters the 
short stories will enjoy meeting them again others 
may tempted seek them out the original, uncut 
versions. Some will even enjoy the extras. 


Frances Dowling, 
Dunmore High School, 
Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


Najmeh, and Helen Hinckley 
Reveille for Persian Village 
Decorations Massud. Aug. 1958. 
$4.00. 
The author Persia Heart further substantiates 
that claim straightforward, fascinating account 
her heroic work among the people Sarbandan, 
Persian village where neither the Near East 
tion, Point Four, any other agency had penetrated. 
Practically singlehanded and armed more with love 
and compassion than with material means, this devout 
young Moslem labored with never thought self, 
not impose Western methods the name 
ress, but build better way life upon the secure 
foundations Iranian culture and within the loved 
pattern its customs and traditions. Condition 
Sarbandan—sanitation, health, economy—were 
than appalling; and there were times when only 
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and faith God sustained “Lady” Najafi her fight 
against ignorance, fear, greed and superstition, and 
her own personal sense futility. Yet within 
months she had won the hearts the villagers, edu- 
cated them sense responsibility and even initia- 
for their own needs, had clinic established with 
physician, sanitary bathhouse, school for 
crafts class for women, and had successfully 
trained three other young women become village 
workers like herself. Only her dream permanent 
school for such training was not realized. 


But more important than these tangible, physical things 
were the intangibles and imponderables—the new re- 
spect for women, the spirit harmony and coopera- 
tion, the awakening mutual trust, without which 
none the material improvements could have been 
engineered. When opportunity came carry her pro- 
gram elsewhere, she and her husband, technical ex- 
pert with the Near East Foundation, left their new 
month-old home Sarbandan light another candle 
the still deeper darkness Garmsar, village more 
benighted than Sarbandan. Like leitmotif, and some- 
times like threnody, the beauty the Persian seasons 
recurs each chapter this moving account life 
world alien our own comfortable one. Here 
true Christopher, not indeed name faith, but 
eminently worthy the accolade. Her story deserves 
“must” for all high school students. 


Sister Agnese, S.C.C., 
St. Ann’s Academy, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 
Alice Mary 


The Time Traders, Andre Norton (pseud.) 
World. Oct. 7,1958. 219p. $3.00. 


Reversing the direction time travel which most 
science fiction writers project into the future, Miss 
Norton postulates scientific ability return men 
past ages, this case into pre-history when galactic 
race superior ours produced weapons and ideas far 
advanced beyond our present ability. Unfortunately, 
the Reds made the discovery first and threatened 
dominate the whole world. Which was why the United 
States had top-secret base the Arctic Circle, from 
which teams were sent out searching for the Russians’ 
discovery. Half one such team was youthful hood- 
lum whom psychiatrists had analyzed 
non-conformist with 20th-century civilization make 
easily adjustable earlier eras and whom the court 
had permitted volunteer for special assignment in- 
stead “rehabilitation.” Translated back into Bronze 
Age England, ran afoul Russian agents, located 
galactic space ship frozen glacial ice, escaped from 
primitive tribe and from space agents, and once back 
the base decided cooperate freely and fully with 
the American project unlock the secret which should 
make them free the stars. The plot develops swiftly 
and directly, the characters are individual and believ- 
able, the various settings well sketched and detailed, 
and the whole fantastic tale convincing and interest- 
This reads more easily than the author’s recent 


Star Gate (Best Sellers, Oct. 15, 1958). 
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Quadflieg, Joseph The Saints and Your Name 
Translated from the German Margaret Goldsmith; illus- 
trated Johannes Greuger. Pantheon. Sept. 1958. 
159p. $3.00. 

With every page illustrated, either bright colors 
black and white woodcuts, and with simple, anecdotal 
text, this makes appealing, attractive book for free 
reading easy consultation. About 70-odd saints (in- 
cluding two archangels and Our Lady) are identified 
patterned narrative which two pages pictures 
and text are devoted each. Ending the narrative 
brief note smaller type giving factual information, 
plus feast date. the end the book are two lists, 
the first giving variants the well known name, plus 
feast day; the second identifying the special causes for 
which each commonly invoked. Here one occasion- 
ally runs into unverified statements, e.g., St. Charles 
Borromeo called patron libraries. Most the 
saints included are familiar, but one also finds some 
less known figures such Alice Bourgotte, Irene, 
Joan New Testament times, Julian the Hospitaller, 
Richard England, Walter Pontoise, William 
Acquitaine. Grades 6-8 will enjoy the book. 


Jany The Light 
Translated Frances Frenaye. Vanguard. Spring, 1958. 
158p. $3.00. 

One the outstanding books this year set the 
Basque country where daring 20-year-old smuggler 
good family accidentally destroys the sight ten- 
year-old orphaned girl. her grandfather’s con- 
sent takes her his mother and for five years the 
girl tenderly cared for and taught. Remorse over 
the accident induces the young man study medicine, 
his father had, specializing however eye surgery. 
After becomes established practice the girl per- 
suades him try first her his newly developed 
operation implanting new optic nerve before 
tries well-known figure. Authentic Basque 
scenery and atmosphere, tender love story, colorful 
customs and positive, well defined personal values make 
this unusually appealing story. 


Seventeen (Periodical) 
Seventeen’s Stories; Stories from Seventeen 
Magazine, sel. and ed. Babette Rosmond 
Lippincott. Oct. 29, 1958. 253p. $3.50. 


With minmum plot and wide variety mood, 
setting and style, these stories about teen-agers dif- 
ferent race, social milieu and mores, are candid-camera 
shots modern youth assorted situations and prob- 
lems— home, school, dates, and with the 
crowd. And since the “proper study mankind 
man,” not strange that young people everywhere 
should find themselves and their own world, limned 
these pages, endlessly interesting and fascinating. 
Here they may look themselves the mirror 
universal whether the setting small-town 
America, college dormitory, American school 
China bottle-breaking night, Indian reservation, 
isolated village Spain; and they will find these 
mirrored reflections not always flattering but amazingly 
perceptive and sensitive. The young reader who still 
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needs all the plot lines spelled out and who rejects 
uncertain un-Pollyannish endings will dissatisfied 
with this collection; but the maturing young adult will 
thoughtfully savor the implications, recognize the valid- 
ity characters and situations, and appreciate the 
illuminating insight and sympathy that permeate these 
stories adolescent experience. 


Sister Agnese, 


Ski Town 


Stanford, Don 
Funk Wagnalls. Oct. 


Illustrated Stan Campbell. 
1958. 212p. $2.95. 

Once prosperous mining community, then ghost 
town, now flourishing ski resort, little Colorado 
town high the Rockies had special values for different 
individuals. the ski-bums meant filling gap 
between high school, college army and career where 
they could work and think over plans, while enjoying 
their favorite sport. mal-adjusted and sullen Rich- 
ard Carnizares, recently expelled from prep school, 
meant stop-over until his father could place him 
another school. Lew Garfield, Jr., was place 
show off his flamboyant skiing antics and flaunt his 
carelessness behind the cloak his important father. 
Digby Hutchins, whose mother ran Under Moun- 
tain Lodge was the world—enough satisfy him for 
lifetime. His sister hoped only escape after gradua- 
tion from college. ex-Sergeant Mason Pryor re- 
cently discharged from army stretch with ski patrol 
Alaska meant job using his training ski in- 
structor, place invest his savings lodge and 
plant permanent roots. The effect this unassuming 
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Best 


sergeant brought about the attitudes and lives the 
various individuals through his patience, understanding 
and sense fair play makes better than 
story. the author Red Car andTreasure the 
Coral Reef, this surpasses both technique, plot 
characterization. 


Frances Dowling 


James Heartbreak Hot Rod 
Doubleday. Aug. 208p. $2.95. 


Here’s amusing, light-hearted story about 
campaign soften his parents into letting him put 
down payment 1937 V-8 three months before 
his 16th birthday, that may have the summer 
vacation which work over. His father thinks 
has circumvented him when buys his son 
impossible, ten-dollar 1925 Star, instead. Thanks 
the boy’s best pal, 
would-be radio star who contributes ideas only, and 
the pesty girl next door whose father owns garage 
and machine shop, well the boy’s own deter- 
mination not let his generation appear weaker than 
his parents’, the car made run—smack into trouble 
that costs him his entire savings. The author has 
weakness for puns and the result decidedly funny. 
is, moreover, welcome relief come upon book 
where relations between parents and children are 
happy, where boy really respects traffic laws even 
though may unmeaningly break them, where virtue 
rewarded the approved storybook style, and the 
denouement the gift breath-taking convertible 
instead couple broken bodies lying the road. 
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